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Everyone enjoyed meeting old and new friends and 
spending some wonderful time together on our 
schoolôs playground during the Ice Cream Social. 

 

 

òIt is not true that I invented 
what is called the Montessori 
Method... I have studied the 
child; I have taken what the 
child has given me and ex-
pressed it, and that is what is 
called the Montessori Method.ó 

~ Maria Montessori 

September, 2017 

   Notes from Ms. Alena  

           (Head of School) 

What a great beginning of the school year we have had! A lot of new 
friends joined us this year. Welcome to Montessori Pathways family, dear 
friends!!!  
 
 I would like to say thank you to all of our teachers who worked hard 
to organize and prepare a great and friendly environment for your kids to 
help them have a smooth and exciting beginning of the school year. 
 
We, Montessori Pathways Team, really appreciate parentsô help in 

being patient and giving us and your kids time for the beginning of school 
year transition and new studentsô adjustment. 
 
Students have learned the names of their new friends and teachers, 

built a friendship, learned or reviewed the class and schoolsô environment, 
rules, and routine during September. Now they are ready for their exciting 
and satisfying journey and discovery. 

 

 

ENJOYING NATUREôS BEAUTY 

Montessori Pathwaysõ News 

 

 

 

Ice Cream Social  
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On September 21st the children from Montessori Path-

ways School joined together to celebrate the United Na-

tionôs Annual International Day of Peace. 

 

 

Beginning in New Zealand and finishing in the Hawaiian 

Islands, the song "Light a Candle for Peace" was sung contin-

uously for 24 hours by Montessori school children around the 

world. Our school was excited about joining the many other 

Montessori schools to ñSing Peace around the Worldò. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñSing peace around the worldò by MP students 

òDarkness cannot drive out darkness; 
only light can do that. Hate cannot 
drive out hate; only love can do that.ó  

~ Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

We would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to our Fall Mums Sale 
Fundraiser. We were able to collect 
$898.02, which will go toward South 
Room renovation. 

The participation of all of the students in 
the event is very important. The children 
were really excited about choosing the 
mumsô colors and taking them home. The 
kids are very eager to be a part of school 
events. Therefore, we encourage 
participation in school events not so much 
for the event itself, but for the important 
feeling of community that they bring to the 
kids.  

A special thank you to our Elementary 
students, who helped unload the mums 
from the truck! The kids were so excited, 
helpful, and fast, that the truck with 113 
mums was unloaded in a mere 15 
minutes!  

~Hardy Mums Sale Fundraiser~ 

http://www.childrensgardenkc.com/
https://1drv.ms/v/s!As0leUULPLGLgtgjeHJ83zLUoQAHRg
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Coming School Events 

 

 

 

§ October 9 (M) ï No School (Columbus Day) 

 

§ October 12 (Th) at 6:00-7:00pmï Montessori Fun / Educational Night for Primary Classes: 

ÝñHow Independence Leads to Achievements or Montessori at Homeò - workshop for parents 

ÝñMovie / Popcorn Nightò - fun night for kids 

 

§ October 13 (F) at 9:00am  - Elementary Students Trip to Crystal Lake Library for Research 

 

§ October 19(Th) at 9:00amï 10:30am - Picture Day 
 

Please dress your child(ren) appropriately. If your child does not attend school that day, you can bring him/her 
between 9:00am -10:30am to take a picture. In this case your child will have a chance to be included in the class 
picture. 

 

§ October 20 (F) at 2:15ð3:00pm - ñUnited Nations Dayò - Elementary Studentsô Presentation.  

                    * Parents are Welcome!!! 
 

§ October 1ð23ð EQUAL EXCHANGE SCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
 

  Please return your order and payment no later than October 23  

  and your products will be delivered before Thanksgiving. 

 

§ October 27 (F) - School-Wide Field trip to ñMy Son Pinocchio, 

Jr.ò play by CYT at Cosman Cultural Center in Huntley. 

 

§ October 31 (Tu) - MorningɂHalloween Costume Party  

  *Parents are welcome to organize Halloween morning activities in the classroom 

 

§ October 31 (Tu) - Afternoonɂ- Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF ï Kindergarten and Elementary students 
======================================================================================================================================================================================================================== 

 Halloween Party Guidelines: 

   The children are invited to come to school dressed in a Halloween costume. Each classroom will have a simple 
celebration, which will allow time for each child to show off their costume and tell a little bit about who or what their cos-
tume represents. Afterward, each class will participate in special morning holiday activities.  

   Our children need consistency and routine even more so on exciting celebration days, so we will strive to make it 
special while maintaining a level of regularity for the children. 

   School Day and All-Day children will be changing out of their costume prior to lunch, so please send a comfortable change of clothing and 
a labeled bag to place your childôs costume into. Children who leave at 11:45 will wear their costume home. 

Costume Guidelines: 

   We highly encourage you to choose an age-appropriate costume with your child. As a Montessori school, we aim to operate within our 
philosophy of providing the children with real experiences that are beautiful and natural and encourage you to choose a costume that is 
based upon a person, thing or animal. 

   Some costume ideas include animals, community helpers, athletes and storybook characters. The most important feature of your childôs 
costume should be comfort, please make sure they can still independently use the bathroom and can sit and move with ease. 

Please note the following guidelines for costumes: 

~ No scary costumes             ~ No weapons or ñfightingò props (swords, light sabers etc.) 
~ No masks or headwear that covers the face   ~ Please do not send any costume accessories that may be lost or damaged. 
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ !ƳōŜǊ 

  This past month seemed to fly by with all of the transitioning, 

adjusting, learning, and movement happening. It seemed we 

would just get started and suddenly the school day was ending! 

The students have been working hard on building their social 

community. Each new student was paired with an older buddy/

mentor every week. Those mentors were charged with making 

the needs of their buddy a priority, even before their own as-

signed work. The camaraderie continued at recess as well with 

large group games. It is inspiring to see a Montessori communi-

ty in action!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

   In addition to their daily jobs and lunch duties, students 

are taking turns leading our daily community meeting. Learning 

how to be cooperative and how to manage responsibility are a 

HUGE part of the elementary years, whether it is writing a name 

on a work paper, delivering the green folder, placing shoes 

neatly in the closet, completing jobs, hanging up a jacket, turn-

ing in work, filling the water pitcher, or cleaning up the work 

area. In fact, older students often pitch in to help, especially 

when recess time is limited because lunch clean-up is taking 

too long. Parents can help their elementary children by having 

similar expectations and responsibilities at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Elementary learning is more than just doing. Reading is 

the key. Reading, comprehending, interpreting, analyzing, and 

thinking are all part of the process. All students need lots of 

practice at reading, especially those who are still on the path to 

being fluent readers. Students need to practice reading at home 

as well for at least 30 minutes per day.  

  Most of this past month was spent reviewing previously 

learned academic concepts in Math and Language. New 

presentations have started slowly, and most students are at a 

point where they will be receiving weekly presentations on all 

the academic subjects.  

  For new students, 

it can be a confusing 

time adjusting to new 

expectations. Mon-

tessori learning is a 

process and builds 

on previous 

knowledge. Each 

year, the student is 

expected to do more. 

For example, com-

pleting a map goes 

beyond tracing, col-

oring, and labeling the continents or countries. Now the student 

includes a title, names of oceans, other land and water forms, 

and a compass rose to identify the directions. It is hard work to 

move out of the comfort zone of doing it the old way! Students 

adjust to the reality that nearly all work needs to be neatly rec-

orded, and recorded as accurately as possible. Do your best 

work. Do your neatest work. Take your time. Do it right the first 

time. These are frequent reminders. Students do the work, and 

do it again until they have mastered the concepts. Montessori 

labeled the elementary efforts as ñpractice to perfection.ò The 

reality is the students want to do the work over and over, and 

they have the desire to get it right. 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  Topic-wise, we began with the big picture of our universe. 

Now we narrow our scope of learning to the study of continents 

and countries, members of the animal and plant kingdoms, 

time, word study, spelling rules, and so much more. There is 

always something new to learn!  
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September Photo GalleryñElementary Class 

 

 

 


