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August, 2017 

Montessori Pathwaysõ News 

 

 

In October, Primary parents met with Ms. Masha and 

Ms. Kathy to learn about how responsibility and respect fit 

in with independence and freedom within the Montessori 

school and home environment; how different the expecta-

tions should be of a 6-year-old versus a 3-year-old; and 

what approach at home best supports the social, emotion-

al, and academic development of the young child through-

out the 3ï6-year period. 

The teachers also shared some ideas on how parents can 

implement Montessori at home and help their children in 

their education and development.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Kindergarten and Elementary parents also met Ms. 

Bridget to discuss the Second Plane of Elementary chil-

dren development; how Montessori approach and environ-

ment help the children of elementary age to develop self-

confidence and self-discipline; and why learning at childôs 

own pace stimulates children to be curious and love to 

learn. 

This year Ms. Bridget concentrated on Montessori Lan-

guage  Curriculum and showed parents how hands-on 

Montessori language materials help students in better un-

derstanding of word study, parts of speech study, reading 

comprehension, sentences analyzing, and what really 

helps your child to become a good speller. 

We appreciate everyoneôs effort in preparing the 

Halloween celebration at our school. Some par-

ents helped with classrooms decoration, many of 

you contributed a lot of items for the Halloween 

party, prepared the Halloween crafts and games, 

and hosted the activity stations. It was such a busy, 

exciting, and, at the same time, peaceful morning 

at school.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our elementary friends planed and organized their 

party independently and enjoyed it in the afternoon. 

They started with a Halloween Feast and then 

played Halloween games. They also visited a 

Haunted House that they created in downstairs 

room. Thank you, Elementary Parents, for helping 

our students in preparation of the Halloween Fun 

Day! 
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August, 2017 

 

 

 

    Parentsô Corner 
 

FOSTERING INDEPENDENCE AND  
RESPONSIBILITY 

Cv"Oqpvguuqtk."hquvgtkpi"kpfgrgpfgpeg"cpf"tgurqpukdknkv{"
kp"ejknftgp"ku"c"etwekcn"curgev"qh"vjgkt"fgxgnqrogpv0"Jgtg"
ctg"uqog"kpukijvu"kpvq"jqy"kpfgrgpfgpeg"cpf"tgurqpuk/
dknkv{"ctg"hquvgtgf"vjtqwij"{qwt"ejknfҲu"gpxktqpogpv"cpf"
jqy"kv"ku"kpvgitcvgf"kp"qwt"Rtkoct{"cpf"Gngogpvct{"rtq/
itcou0 
 
ENCOURAGING SELF-SUFFICIENCY: 

Oqpvguuqtk" gpxktqpogpvu" ctg" vjqwijvhwnn{" uvtwevwtgf" vq"
gpcdng"ejknftgp"vq"wpfgtvcmg"vcumu"kpfgrgpfgpvn{0"Vjku"kp/
enwfgu"rtcevkecn"nkhg"cevkxkvkgu"uwej"cu"ftguukpi"vjgougnxgu."
rtgrctkpi"upcemu."engcpkpi"wr."cpf"vcmkpi"ectg"qh"rgtuqpcn"
pggfu0"Cevkxkvkgu"uwej"cu"vjgug"ctg"egpvtcn"vq"vjg"Oqpvguuq/
tk"rjknquqrj{"cu"vjg{"hquvgt"c"ugpug"qh"ceeqornkujogpv."
eqphkfgpeg."cpf"ugnh-tgnkcpeg0"Jgtg"ctg"uqog"gzcorngu"qh"
yc{u"vq"gpeqwtcig"ugnh-uwhhkekgpe{"kp"vjg"yc{"c"ejknfҲu"gpxk/
tqpogpv"ku"ugv"wr0 

Prepare accessible spaces: Gpuwtg"gcu{"ceeguu"
vq"eqooqpn{"wugf"kvgou"*gz0"Ugv0"Hqt"gzcorng."ugv"wr"c"
engcpkpi"uvcvkqp"ykvj"c"ejknf"uk|g"fwuvrcp"cpf"uocnn"vqy/
gnu"vjcv"{qwt"ejknf"ecp"ceeguu."hqt"gzcorng."c"fwuvrcp"
cpf"vqygnu"hqt"cp{"urknnu"vjg{"okijv"ecwug+0"Ujqy"jko"qt"
jgt"jqy"vq"wug"vjg"vqqnu"cpf"gpeqwtcig"vjgo"vq"rtcevkeg"
engcpkpi" vcumu" cv" vjgkt" qyp" rceg0" Cnnqy" okuvcmgu" cpf"
vkog"vq"cejkgxg"ocuvgt{0 
 

Child friendly kitchen: Fgukipcvg" c" nqy" ujgnh" qt"
ftcygt"kp"vjg"mkvejgp"hqt"{qwt"ejknfҲu"rncvgu."ewru."cpf"
wvgpuknu0"Gpeqwtcig"vjgo"vq"rctvkekrcvg"kp"ogcnvkog"rtgr/
ctcvkqp"cpf"engcp-wr="vjku"ecp"rtqoqvg"c"ugpug"qh"tgurqp/
ukdknkv{"cpf"ceeqornkujogpv0 
 

Personalized Wardrobe: Qticpk|g" {qwt" ejknfҲu"
yctftqdg"kp"c"yc{"vjcv"ocmgu"kv"gcu{"hqt"vjgo"vq"ejqqug"
vjgkt"enqvjgu0"Vjku"ecp"jgnr"{qwt"ejknf"ickp"kpfgrgpfgpeg"
kp"ftguukpi"cpf"cnnqyu"vjgo"vq"vcmg"rtkfg"kp"ocmkpi"uocnn"
fgekukqpu"cdqwv"vjgkt"crrgctcpeg0 

PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR DECISION-
MAKING: 

Ejknftgp"kp"Oqpvguuqtk"ugvvkpiu"ctg"ikxgp"ejqkegu"ykvjkp"
uvtwevwtgf"rctcogvgtu0"Vjku"eqwnf"kpxqnxg"ugngevkpi"cevkxk/
vkgu"qt"ocvgtkcnu"vjg{"ycpv"vq"yqtm"ykvj."fgekfkpi"qp"vjg"
ugswgpeg"qh"vcumu."qt"ejqqukpi"htqo"c"ugv"qh"qrvkqpu0"
Vjgug" ejqkegu" gorqygt" ejknftgp." gpeqwtcig" etkvkecn"
vjkpmkpi."cpf"jgnr"fgxgnqr"fgekukqp-ocmkpi"umknnu0"Jgtg"
ctg"uqog"gzcorngu"qh"yc{u"vq"rtqxkfg"qrrqtvwpkvkgu"hqt"
fgekukqp-ocmkpi"ykvjkp"{qwt"ejknfҲu"gpxktqpogpv< 

Clothing Selection: Cnnqy"{qwt"ejknf"vq"ejqqug"jku"qt"
jgt"qwvhkvu"hqt"vjg"fc{"d{"ocmkpi"kv"gcu{"hqt"vjgo"vq"ce/
eguu"vjgkt"rgtuqpcn"yctftqdg"*cu"ogpvkqpgf"cdqxg+"qt"nc{"
qwv"c"eqwrng"qh"crrtqrtkcvg"qrvkqpu"cpf"ngv"vjgo"fgekfg"
yjcv"vq"ygct0"Vjku"rtqoqvgu"kpfgrgpfgpeg"kp"ftguukpi"
cpf"cnnqyu"hqt"ugnh-gzrtguukqp0 
 
Activity Choices / Work Cycle: Ikxg"{qwt"ejknf"cp"
wpkpvgttwrvgf"dnqem"qh"vkog"vq"gpicig"kp"ugnh-ejqugp"ce/
vkxkvkgu0"Ugv"wr"c"urceg"yjgtg"{qwt"ejknf"ecp"ugg"c"hgy"
cevkxkv{"ejqkegu0"Ikxg"vjgo"vjg"htggfqo"vq"ejqqug"vjg"
qtfgt"kp"yjkej"cevkxkv{"vjg{"yqwnf"nkmg"vq"yqtm"qp"hktuv."
ikxkpi"vjgo"htggfqo"vjcv"vjgug"cevkxkvkgu"ctg"fqpg0" 
 
 

Vjku"htggfqo"rtqoqvgu"kpfgrgpfgpv"ngctpkpi."cpf"hquvgtu"c"
itqyvj"okpf"ugv"yjkng"hquvgtkpi"c"ugpug"qh"tgurqpukdknkv{"
cpf"vkog"ocpcigogpv"gurgekcnn{"kp"Mkpfgtictvgp"cpf"Gng/
ogpvct{"cig"ejknftgp0 
 
Choice of Reading Material: Etgcvg" c" fgukipcvgf"
tgcfkpi"ctgc"ykvj"c"xctkgv{"qh"cig-crrtqrtkcvg"dqqmu0"Ngv"
{qwt"ejknf"kpfgrgpfgpvn{"ejqqug"c"dqqm"vjg{"yqwnf"nkmg"vq"
tgcf"qt"wug"cu"rctv"qh"c"ujctgf"tgcfkpi"gzrgtkgpeg0"Vjku"
ewnvkxcvgu"c"nqxg"hqt"nkvgtcvwtg"cpf"cwvqpqo{"kp"fgekukqp-
ocmkpi0"Tgcf"vqigvjgt0 
 
Family Outings: Qhhgt"cig-crrtqrtkcvg"qrvkqpu"hqt"hcok/
n{"qwvkpiu"qt"cevkxkvkgu0"Yjgvjgt"kv"ku"c"vtkr"vq"vjg"rctm."vjg"
|qq."qt"c"owugwo0"Rtgugpv"c"hgy"qrvkqpu"cpf"ngv"{qwt"ejknf"
jcxg"c"uc{"kp"vjg"hcokn{Ҳu"rncpu0 

DEVELOPING A SENSE OF OWNERSHIP: 

Ejknftgp"ctg"gpeqwtcigf"vq"vcmg"tgurqpukdknkv{"hqt"vjgkt"ce/
vkqpu"cpf"vjgkt"gpxktqpogpv0"Vjg{"ctg"vcwijv"vq"ectg"hqt"
vjgkt"dgnqpikpiu."vkf{"wr"chvgt"vjgougnxgu."cpf"tgurgev"vjg"
encuutqqo"qt"jqog"gpxktqpogpv0"Vjku"ewnvkxcvgu"c"ugpug"qh"
qypgtujkr"cpf"ceeqwpvcdknkv{0"Jgtg"ctg"uqog"yc{u"vq"gp/
jcpeg"{qwt"ejknfҲu"gpxktqpogpv"vq"fgxgnqr"vjgkt"ugpug"qh"
qypgtujkr< 

In the Bedroom: Ngv"{qwt"ejknf"ejqqug"vjgkt"dgffkpi"qt"
fgeqtcvkxg"kvgou"hqt"vjgkt"dgf."hquvgtkpi"c"ugpug"qh"rgtuqp/
cn"urceg"cpf"qypgtujkr0"Hqt"{qwpigt"ejknftgp."{qw"oc{"ykuj"
vq"rtgugngev"kvgou"vjg{"ctg"nkmgn{"vq"gplq{"htqo"yjkej"vjg{"ecp"
vjgp"ejqqug0"Ejknftgp"vgpf"vq"ectg"oqtg"hqt"vjgkt"dgnqpikpiu"
yjgp"vjg{"xcnwg"qt"jcxg"kprwv"kp"vjgo0 
 
In the Kitchen: Gpeqwtcig"{qwt"ejknf"vq"jgnr"ykvj"hqqf"
rtgr"d{"rtqxkfkpi"vjgo"ykvj"vjgkt"qyp"ejknf-uk|gf"wvgpuknu."
cpf"fgukipcvgf"yqtmurceg0"Cnnqy"vjgo"vq"ycuj"cpf"ewv"
htwkvu" cpf" xgigvcdngu0" Rtguejqqn" cig" ejknftgp" ecp" gcukn{"
rtgrctg"ukorng"ogcnu"yjkng"Mkpfgtictvgp"cpf"Gngogpvct{"
ejknftgp"oc{"fgnxg"kpvq"gzrgtkogpvkpi"ykvj"cpf1qt"ngctpkpi"
dcuke" eqqmkpi" vgejpkswgu0" EjknftgpҲu" kpxqnxgogpv" kp" vjg"
mkvejgp"ecp"rtqoqvg"jgcnvj{"gcvkpi"jcdkvu."yjkng"ewnvkxcvkpi"
c"ugpug"qh"tgurqpukdknkv{"cpf"tgurgev"hqt"vjgkt"mkvejgp"gpxk/
tqpogpv0 
 
In the Bathroom: Wug"c"uvwtf{"uvgr"uvqqn"kp"ctgcu"uwej"
cu"vjg"dcvjtqqo"qt"mkvejgp."gorqygtkpi"{qwt"ejknf"vq"tgcej"
ukpmu"cpf"eqwpvgtvqru"kpfgrgpfgpvn{0"Rnceg"ejknf-htkgpfn{"
vqkngvtkgu"qp"c"nqy"ujgnh"kp"vjg"dcvjtqqo."gpcdnkpi"{qwt"ejknf"
vq"vcmg"tgurqpukdknkv{"hqt"vjgkt"rgtuqpcn"ectg"tqwvkpgu0 

GRADUAL INCREASE IN RESPONSIBILITIES: 

Vjg"Oqpvguuqtk"crrtqcej"cfxqecvgu"hqt"itcfwcnn{"kpetgcu/
kpi" tgurqpukdknkvkgu" cu" ejknftgp" itqy" qnfgt" cpf" fgxgnqr"
oqtg"umknnu0"Vjku"rtqitguukqp"cnnqyu"ejknftgp"vq"dwknf"wrqp"
rtgxkqwun{"ceswktgf"umknnu"cpf"vcmg"qp"oqtg"eqorngz"vcumu"
qt"ejcnngpigu."kpuvknnkpi"c"ugpug"qh"eqphkfgpeg"kp"vjgkt"cdknk/
vkgu0"Jgtg"ctg"uqog"gzcorngu"qh"yc{u"vq"itcfwcnn{"kpetgcug"
{qwt"ejknfҲu"tgurqpukdknkvkgu"kp"vjgkt"gpxktqpogpv< 

Self-care: Kp"vjg"gctn{"{gctu."vgcej"{qwt"ejknf"vq"ycuj"
jcpfu" kpfgrgpfgpvn{" cpf" kpvtqfweg" dcuke"ftguukpi"umknnu."
uwej"cu"vcmkpi"qhh"uqemu"cpf"ujqgu0"Cu"vjg{"itqy."kpvtq/
fweg"oqtg"eqorngz"vcumu"nkmg"dwvvqpkpi."|krrkpi."cpf"v{kpi"
ujqgnceguҿ000 

Read More 

https://1drv.ms/b/c/8bb13c0b457925cd/EU5i4BussANPm45vH9iUPMcBWwJZwfTmhKH7U1GTh9sJoA?e=HBBhO8
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§ November 3 (M) at 1:00-2:30pm- ñAt Home in the Woodsò Field Study at Prairieview 

Educational Center (Pre-K and Kindergarten Afternoon Group) 

§ November 7 (F) - No School ï Teacher Institute Day (staff in-service) 

§ November 10 - November 14 ï Giving with Gratitude Week (Crystal Lake Community 

Harvest Food Drive) 

 

§ November 14 (F) at 9:30-10:30am - Elementary Class Trip to Crystal Lake Food 

Pantry for a tour. 

§ November 14 (F) at 2:00pm - ñChains Make Websò McHenry County Conservation 

District Outreach Program for Elementary Class 

§ November 20 (Th) at 9:30-11:00am - Elementary Class Trip to Willow Crystal Lake to 

see ñFiddler on the Roofò Musical by Chicago Youth Theater. 

§ November 27 - 28 (Th- F) ï No School (Thanksgiving break) 

   ͯ &ÏÌÌÏ× ÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÎ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÆÏÒ ÂÒÉÅÆ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÕÐÄÁÔÅÓ ͯ 

 

 

 

 

 

  

C  Sô  E  C  Sô  E  

In November 

As Thanksgiving approaches, we would like to teach our students not only the 

importance of giving thanks, but also the importance of giving. Therefore, every 

year, we participate in the Annual Community Harvest, which will benefit 

clients of the Crystal Lake Food Pantry.  

We are asking that each family provide their child with a chance to select 

with their parents and purchase 5-10 items to bring as a donation to 

school any day from Monday, November 10 through Thursday, November 

13. 

The donated items will be picked up by Crystal Lake Food Pantry from the 

school on Friday, November 14 in the morning.  

https://www.facebook.com/MontessoriPathways
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘΣ aǎΦ /ŀǊƻƭŜ 

October began with spooky songs to be sung and music of 

the season. The decorations begin to appear around 

the class, and we begin to build our Ofrenda to honor peo-

ple and animals who we have loved and have lost.   

 

 

Students are thriving! They are so engaged with work and 

love to work in teams. Managing time is still in progress but 

students are becoming more successful with plan-

ning. Autonomy is important for all Montessori students as 

they navigate their own path through the curriculum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

First level have completed work plans and enjoy being in 

lessons to learn about our world. They are really excited 

about telling time. Reading group on Thursday is a favorite 

as they love to all read a book together and talk about it 

with Ms Carole and me.  

 

 

 

 

 

Second and third are advancing. They are taking all sub-

jects to the research level. As soon as I present a new top-

ic, many want to immediately begin research whether it is a 

continent, ocean, plant part or speed and accelera-

tion. They are also working on larger number operations in 

math.  

 

 

 

 

Upper Elementary can run the class. They are capable and 

are incredible managers. They keep an eye on all who 

need help and are willing to help bring peace to the com-

munity. They are working on deep parts of speech, factor-

ing, chemistry and native nations around the world (which 

is their favorite).   

We went apple picking and had a handwashing lesson from 

a representative from McHenry Health Department.  

Curriculum Night is a special time to connect with parents 

and to show them the many topics we cover in elementary 

Montessori. This year, parents dove into the language arts 

curriculum with me.  

The specials classes continue to add enrichment to our 

week. Ms. Lilly has taught movement, rhythm and singing in 

our music class on Tuesdays and Ms Suzy created fall art 

for our Thursday afternoons. We still visit the library and 

Veterans Acres for more enrichment.  

 

 

 

 

 

The kids have been planning and preparing for the Hallow-

een party. The older students are heading the committees- 

games, food and decorations. Every child is on a committee 

to plan the party. It is always interesting to hear their ideas 

and to see the excitement on their faces when they work 

together as a committee to make decisions. On the day of 

the party, the committees of students will set up and clean 

up. After, as a class, we discuss what was liked about the 

party and what we will improve on for the next party.  
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NEWS FROM THE SOUTH ROOM 

 

aǎΦ YŀǘƘȅΣ aǎΦ 9ƭƭŜƴ 

Well, itôs hard to believe October is here and the burr of Octo-

BURR came quickly! The children transitioned to indoor arrival 

seamlessly. They take off their outside shoes, retrieve indoor 

shoes and enter class to care for belongings hanging hats, 

storing mittens and are off to choose an activity or ñworkò.  It is 

time to send in weather appropriate clothes. It is better to be 

prepared for the chilly days ahead with a warm coat, hat and 

mittens than to be miserable and cold. We had many miserable 

children in the last few weeks. Please remember we also open 

our windows daily to let in fresh air and help keep everyone 

healthy. Please send your child in long sleeves and/or a light 

jacket to ensure they can accommodate for the change of sea-

sons.  

And so, it is officially Fall and the classroom has changed its 

seasonal gears to experience and teach the change of the 

seasons and what things come with this change. Gone are the 

parts of an apple and in its place are the parts of the inside and 

outside of a pumpkin as well as the life cycle of a pumpkin are 

on the shelves, well not actually, as they are a favorite in the 

South room and rarely on the shelf but rather someoneôs rug.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each area of the classroom has a seasonal flare from art to 

math, as well as history and science. These simple switches 

are easy for the children to replicate. The lesson is the same, 

only the vocabulary and pictures change. This keeps the chil-

dren interested while they are still mastering 3-part cards for 

nomenclature. We also have parts of a bat and spider! Keep 

your eyes out for those books.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invertebrates and Vertebrates have always been on the shelf. 

Halloween brings new discoveries of Vertebrates. Humans are 

Vertebrates as are many other animals!  We have replicas of 

the skeletons of many animals for examination. The human 

skeleton is not scary! We all have one. What bones make up 

our skeleton and how do we put them together to make a hu-

man skeleton? The children ran to the mirror to find their ribs, 

clavicle and cranium. How many bones are there in a human 

body? 206! It prompted observations of the many bones of the 

feet and hands, joint movement and a cute discovery that our 

patella or kneecap moves side to side.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After this presentation, a child fell on his knee on the play-

ground. He pulled his pants leg up to check the area. I asked if 

he was bleeding and he said ñNO, I am checking my patella.ò 

He gently pushed it side to side. He exclaimed ñIt still moves!ò 

and off he ran.  

Thank You for attending Parent- Teacher conferences! We had 

a perfect attendance record this year! Many parents asked how 

to occupy children at home while making dinner or completing a 

task. Well, the answer is Practical Life activities. As part of the 

Montessori Pathways community the children themselves care 

for the classroom because it belongs to them. This empowers 

them to feel like a contributing member within the classroom. It is 

a great privilege to be assigned a job. The children take pride in 

the job they are assigned.  

It also works at home. Having a designated task or job helps 

children understand their role within the family and know they 

are a vital part. If you are making dinner your child can set the 

table, chop and prepare vegetables, pluck grapes from the vine 

half cherry tomatoes, clear and wash dishes, fold and sort laun-

dry. The list is endless both inside and outside, raking, shovel-

ing, weeding, gardeningé. These activities help children devel-

op their motor skills, refining both large and small muscle coordi-

nation.  

A child may repeat a particular exercise repeatedly, perfecting 

their movements, gaining focus and developing concentration. 

Practical Life exercises are a precursor to math, language and 

reading. The tedious work of adults is a privilege, honor and 

necessity for children to become independent learners. 

Thank you to our Halloween volunteers for making our special 

day wonderful and fun. We couldnôt do it without all your help. 
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