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 After our Family Night one of our parents said that she was 

thinking about many helpful suggestions that she received during 

our Parent Evening and decided to research even more. She 

found one article that, in her opinion, might be very helpful for 

many of us and decided to share it with us. It is always 

appreciated!!! 

 ñAs a Montessori parent, figuring out what your child did all day 

can be particularly challenging. ñHow was your day?ò is a 

particularly useless question, as it asks for a judgment of the 

entire day in a word or two (good, bad, interesting). ñWhat did 

you do today?ò won't get you far either. Even if your child was 

happily engaged in work all morning, she may still say she did 

ñnothingò all day. And on the surface, it may even look like your 

child is doing nothing (which is of course far from true.)ò 

Read more: https://www.thepreparedenvironment.com/blog/10-

questions-instead-of-how-was-your-day 

 

 

 

    òWhen a child is given a little 
leeway, he will at once shout, òI 
want to do it!ó  

  But in our schools, which have 
an environment adapted to chil-
drenõs needs, they say, òHelp me 
to do it alone.ó  

  And these words reveal their in-
ner needs.ó  

      ~ Maria Montessori,  
       òThe Secret of Childhoodó ~  

Notes from Ms. Alena  

    (Head of School) 

October is one of the busiest months. So many things should be 

done and prepared. It was so easy to be overwhelmed and frustrated. 

But our teaching team continued to work hard and brought a lot of fun 

and memorable moments to the education process.  

 

 Nevertheless, we would like to say thank you to all of our parents, 

who are helping and supporting us with making this process even more 

interesting and organized. 

 

 Your initiative and cooperation with the field trips organization, 

Halloween Party preparation, participation in parent evenings, and 

bringing different presentations and activities to the class are always 

appreciated by the teachers and kids.  

Montessori Fun/Educational 
Family Night  

Montessori Pathwaysô News  

 

October 2017 
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~We spent a wonderful time together talking 

about how scrubbing the table or cutting the 

carrot activities lead to achievements and how 

to implement the Montessori approach at 

home. ~ 

~ During the same evening our friends from 

Primary Classes enjoyed the ñRescuesò    

movie, popcorn, and a fun night together. ~ 

https://www.thepreparedenvironment.com/blog/10-questions-instead-of-how-was-your-day
https://www.thepreparedenvironment.com/blog/10-questions-instead-of-how-was-your-day
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Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF 

Montessori education strives to create an awareness, 

respect and service for not only our immediate community, 

but the worldwide community as well.  

The idea of peace education begins with young chil-

dren learning to help others as a part of everyday life. As 

part of our commitment to providing the children an oppor-

tunity to participate in the service of others, Montessori 

Pathways Kindergarten and Elementary students are ex-

cited to participate in Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF. 

 

Itôs a special opportunity for children in the U.S. to ex-

press themselves while helping others in need. 

 

The participation in Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF is com-

pletely optional. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kids are Helping Kids at Pathways 

EQUAL EXCHANGE 
FUNDRAISER 

 

 

 

 

Dear Montessori Pathways Families, 

  

Thank you for participating in the Equal Ex-

change fundraiser! Generous contributions from 29 Pathways 

families helped us raise $1,650.00 this time and $898.02 from 

Hardy Mums Sale fundraiser with a total of $2,548.02, which 

will be additionally used for the South Room renovation. 

  

We greatly appreciate your support in helping us reach 

our fundraising goals! With your purchase, you have also 

helped support the authentic Fair Trade movement and the 

small-scale farmers who produced your products. 

 

 We hope you let your kids be involved in choosing the 

items/gifts, and discuss your decision to help with them. It is a 

very important lesson for them and a good chance to be proud 

of their parents. 

 

We will distribute all ordered items to you as soon as they 

are delivered to our school. 

 

 

 

 

Giving with Gratitude Week 

(November 6ð November 10) 

 As Thanksgiving approaches, we would like to teach our 

students not only the importance of giving thanks, but also 

the importance of giving. Therefore, every year, we partici-

pate in the Annual Community Harvest, which will benefit 

clients of the Crystal Lake Food Pantry.  

 We are asking that each family provide their child with a 

chance to go to the store with their parents to select and pur-

chase 5-10 items to bring as a donation to school any day 

from Monday, November 6 through Thursday, November 9. 

**The donated items will be delivered to Crystal Lake Food 

Pantry on Friday November 10. **  

~Please let us know if you could help with delivery. 

 

òIt is not how much we give but how 
much love we put into giving.ó  

~ Mother Theresa 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/34106.Maria_Montessori
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Coming School Events 

 

 

 

§ November 2 (Th) at 5:30pm ï Elementary Parent Orientation Meeting with Geoffrey Bishop, Executive 

Director of Natureôs Classroom Institute in WI, about the coming 4-day Elementary Trip to Natureôs 

Classroom in Lake Geneva, WI in April.  

 

 

§ November 3 (Friday) - By appt. - East Room Parent / Teacher Conference Day 

ÝNo School for Morning and School Day East room students.  

ÝChild care is provided for 7:45-4:15 / All Day (6:45am-6:00pm) East room students 

 

 

§ November 6 (Monday) - By appt. - South Room Parent / Teacher Conference Day 

ÝNo School for Morning and School Day South room students.  

ÝChild care is provided for 7:45-4:15 / All Day (6:45am-6:00pm) South room students 

 

 

§ November 7 (Tuesday) - By appt. - East Room Kindergarten Parent / Teacher Conference Day 
 

 

§ November 8 (Wednesday - By appt. - South Room Kindergarten Parent / Teacher Conference Day 
 

   

§ November 7 (Tuesday) - 11:15am ï3:15pmï Kindergarten and Elementary students Field trip to 

Burpee Museum in Rockford for ñDinosaur and Fossilò Workshop 

 

§ November 6 (Monday) - November 10 (Friday) ï Giving with Gratitude Week.  

  Montessori Pathways students will be collecting food items that will be donated to 

   the Crystal Lake Food Pantry to help families in need. 

 

§ November 9 (Thursday) at 6:00ð7:00pm ï Montessori Educational Parent 

Night: ñ The Magic of Montessori Mathematicsò  

  * Child care will be provided per request. 

 

§ November 23 (Th) - 24 (F) ï No School (Thanksgiving break) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ December 15 (F) at 5:00pmð Winter Celebration 

 



4 

 

NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ !ƳōŜǊ 

 Routines are a funny thing. Children thrive on established 

routines: what to do, when to do it, what will be happening 

next, what are the expectations, and so on. However, it is 

difficult for children to learn a new routine, change routines, 

and stick to a routine. Consistency and repetition are the 

keys to success. In the classroom, we practice many daily 

routines starting with arrival, community, transitioning to 

working, presentations, lunch, and dismissal. Some six-year-

olds are still in the sensitive period for order. They need their 

routines and the continuity and security routines offer. Learn-

ing to be flexible takes time.  

 

 

 

 

 Another benefit of routines is the outcome of learning re-

sponsibility. For example, presentations teach the student 

to be prepared by coming to presentations with pencil, 

presentation notebook, and work plan. The student also 

learns to be responsible for his actions, as he is expected to 

sit quietly, listen, and sometimes interact or take notes. Later 

the student responsibly completes his assigned work in a 

timely manner. 

 One routine children this age still enjoy is being read to by 

an adult. Montessori defined the sensitive period for lan-

guage as birth to age six (sometimes longer.) As the child 

gets older, her vocabulary and language ability improve with 

exposure to words and with practice. It is important to 

keep reading to her, to help enrich her vocabulary and to 

improve her reading skill. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The focus this past month was working on establishing/re-

establishing the routine of completing (at least) one Math/

Geometry work, one Language work, and part or all of a 

Culture work. The social aspects of a classroom can some-

times impact the work flow. It is important for all students to 

learn personal responsibility to avoid interrupting others at 

work, stay on task, finish work, and meet expectations. The 

work routine is supported and completed by making good 

choices. Older students take on a mentor role when they 

model expected behavior and encourage others to stay on 

task. Younger students are also repeatedly encouraged to 

ask older students for help rather than always wait for the 

teacher. The work routine is a thing of beauty when it is in 

action! 

 The United Nations presentations were amazing! Students 

were so excited to share their reports with kindergarten stu-

dents, parents, and each other. Thank you to the parents 

who joined our presentation audience! 

  

 

 

 

Australia looms large on our agenda with maps, research, 

and projects in Art class. In Math, first year students work on 

addition: four-digit addends using golden bead material and 

snake game addition with bead bars. They continue to prac-

tice writing their numerals and number words correctly.  

 Second and third year students work on all four operations 

with the stamp game material, as well as memorization of math 

facts for addition and subtraction.  

 Upper Elementary started work on basic Algebra, in addition 

to math operations. Telling time, animals and plants, word 

studies, biomes, and building words and sentences are other 

work choices.  

 Writing will take on a greater focus. Younger students need 

to build endurance in terms of length of writing in one sitting. 

Other Lower Elementary students work on sentence structure 

and mechanics. Upper Elementary students work on the Sev-

en Traits of Writing as they critique, edit, and refine their own 

writing. Autumn continues to be a busy time for elementary 

students!  
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NEWS FROM THE KINDERGARTEN EXTENDED DAY  

 

aǎΦ YŀǊŜƴ 

The gift of giving: 

 The coming of Halloween is giving us the opportunity to 

increase our awareness of the needs of others.  We have 

talked about children of other countries who may not have 

sufficient food to eat or clean water to drink.  Those children 

are hungry and thirsty  When it is explained to our kinder-

gartners, they can empathize.  They want to help. They want 

to do something!  Trick or Treat for UNICEF gives them that 

opportunity to actually make a difference, to contribute, to 

help in a meaningful way that is understandable to them. 

 So, we have been role playing Trick or Treat for Unicef this 

week.   We are practicing an explanation for what exactly 

UNICEF is so they can explain it to the person who opens 

the door.  So, we were talking about UNICEF, how to Trick 

or Treat for UNICEF, how they will collect actual money for 

the children of the world and actually make a difference.  

 At that point, several spontaneously said they would get 

money from their piggy bank to help!  It was not my idea. It 

came from their heart.  There is a reason Montessori said 

change would come through the child.  A title of one of her 

books is ñEducation for a New Worldò. She felt deeply that if 

children are nurtured in body, mind, and spirit, they will guide 

humanity toward a more peaceful world.  Every time children 

are given an opportunity to express their generosity, the 

world is one small step closer to change. 

Mathematical thinking: 

 In our daily lives, math surrounds us. Simply lining up to 

come in from outdoors is an example. Count off.  How many 

people do we have in line?  Who is first, who is last.?  If we 

turn the line around, the first person becomes the last per-

son, the last person becomes the first person.  What number 

are you in the line?  Who is in front of you, in back of you? Is 

someone missing?  How many more do we need to have our 

10 kindergartners? 

Geometry: 

 We have 

begun learn-

ing the vo-

cabulary of 

geometric 

solids.  We 

have begun 

with the ellip-

soid and the 

square base pyramid.  The beauty of Montessori is to give 

language with experience.  Children can feel the pyramid, 

feel the square base.  They can feel the ellipsoid which has 

no flat sides.  Two dimensional pictures of 3 dimensional 

objects just doesnôt do it.  A picture is a picture, a represen-

tation.  But to hold the actual solid gives information to the 

child which enhances both vocabulary and understanding. 

Keeping track: 

 Some classroom activities are so popular: baking, painting at 

the art easel, etc. In an effort to ñbe fairò to see that everyone 

has an opportunity, we have a chart in which we can notate 

who has already painted at the easel for example.  Each name 

on the chart has 4 spaces per child.  They may use them in 

any order:  perhaps one child does easel painting 4 days in a 

row.  His/her opportunity has then been exhausted until all the 

children ñcatch upò.  At that point, we can begin anew again. It 

is a meaningful way to present how charts work.   

Part/whole relationship: 

 Part/whole is critical to understanding many concepts.  In 

botany, we have just begun parts/ (after living/not living, plant/

animal). 

 We began with the tree.  There is so much to see:  the trunk, 

the branches, the leaves.  And so much we do not see:  the 

roots, the root hairs.  Each part has a function.  This kind of 

analysis will be applied to the leaf, to the flower, the root, to 

animal classes.  It is meaningful detail that draws the attention 

of the child. 

Field trip: 

 We are looking forward to our upcoming field trip to the 

Burpee Museum in Rockford.  The exhibits can be a jumping 

off place for us to begin a new subject/topic 

Speech pattern: 

 ñAn apple a day keeps the doctor awayò.  Speech patterns 

are some of the building blocks in the music curriculum.  We 

chant the pattern, clap the pattern, eventually read the pattern 

International Montessori  

 I have been invited to return to Slovenia to the Montessori 

Institute in Ljubljana to teach mathematical thinking and the 

Montessori math curriculum at the teacherôs Institute.  I am 

happy to go and grateful for the opportunity. At the same time, 

I will miss the ñkindersò. I will return to the classroom Tuesday, 

November 7th .They will be in very good hands with Miss 

Christine.  Thank you Miss Christine . 
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