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August, 2017 

Montessori Pathwaysõ News 

Notes from Ms. Alena  

(Head of School) 

I believe that November is a month that not only begins 

the holiday season, but also brings the spirit of giving 

and sharing. Following the Montessori approach, we at 

Montessori Pathways would like to teach our students 

the importance of sharing, giving, and helping, which will 

let them continue to be proud citizens of a country that is 

ready to help people around the world in any difficult 

situation. 

Annual Community Harvest 

We began November with a Giving with Gratitude 

Week, when kids and their families were able to donate 

food and other items to the 32nd Annual Community 

Harvest, which will benefit clients of the Crystal Lake 

Food Pantry. Together we collected and donated 717 

pounds of food and other items.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a great chance to teach our students not only the 

importance of giving thanks for what they get, but also 

the importance of giving.  

 

 

 

òChildren must grow not only in the 
body but in the spirit, and the mother 
longs to follow the mysterious spiritual 
journey of the beloved one who tomor-
row will be the intelligent, divine crea-
tion, man.ó       

                                ~ Maria Montessori  

 

"You can give without loving, but 

you can never love without giving."  

             ~ Robert Louis Steven-

 

 

§ Thank you, parents, for all of your 

help, support, and participation in 

the kidsõ learning process, and for 

giving your kids a chance to feel 

the Thanksgiving spirit! 

§ Thank you to our Elementary stu-

dents for helping to load the donat-

ed items for the Crystal Lake Food 

Pantry! 

 

 

 

 

 

§ Thank you, all our families, for the 

privilege to help your children 

grow. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/34106.Maria_Montessori
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    ~ Process over Product in Montessori Classroom ~ 

It is not easy to be a Montessori Parent. Tolerating your childôs shoes being on the wrong feet, sitting on your hands while 

they flip their coat thirty times before finally getting it on their body independently, and remaining unemotional but empa-

thetic during meltdowns all come with the territory. Another aspect of Montessori that can be difficult to accept as a parent 

is the idea of valuing ñprocess over product.ò 

 

Most of the work a child does in their Primary class does not involve the creation of a physical product that the child can 

take home to show Mom and Dad, especially when they are on the younger end of the spectrum. Instead, the experience 

itself with the materials is what is importantðnot the completion of a worksheet, test, or other physical proof that a child 

has worked on a certain topic. That makes it tricky as a parent to know what your child is working on and how well they 

understand it. They are not bringing anything home for you to assess! And to make matters worse, when you ask your 

child what they did at school today, they answer, ñNothing.ò  

 

         Click here to continue reading this article 

 

Montessori Parent Night 
Thank you to all of you who attended our parent night that was prepared and held by Ms. Masha and Ms. 

Kathy. It was an amazing chance for parents to learn through demonstration, presentation, and hands-on 

experience why Practical Life activities are so crucial in childrenôs early stage development and how they 

prepare our children for  their academic and life success. 

 

 

    Parentsô Corner 
 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!As0leUULPLGLhcs-EsCKPDeIm9b9OQ
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§ December 1ð22ðCelebrating Winter: Winter Holidays Activity Month  

§ December 4ð8 ( MðF) ðSpirit Week at Montessori Pathways 

   Every day of this week will be special. Kids and teachers are welcome to dress up according to theme of  

  the day. 

¶ MondayðMontessori Pathways Day (wear schools blue t-shirts on top of long sleeve shirt) 

¶ TuesdayðComfy Day (wear your favorite pajamas or any other comfy clothes) 

¶ WednesdayðGo Team! Day (wear your favorite sport teamsô jersey, t-shirt, and /or cap) 

¶ ThursdayðMy Favorite Color Day - (wear anything of your favorite color) 

¶ Wacky Friday (wear mix and match socks, mismatched clothes, make a crazy hair) 

§ December 13 (W) ðCaroling around the School (by Elementary Class) 

§ December 14 (Th) at 5:30pm ðFamily Reading Under the Stars Night (Primary Classes) 

§ December 18 (M) at 2:00pm - Montessori Community ServiceðElementary Class Trip to Crystal 

Pines Rehabilitation / Health Care Center. 

  Our elementary students will  share a holiday season spirit with Crystal Pinesô residents. 

 

 

§ December 25 (M) - January 5 (F) - No school; Winter BreakðEnjoy the Holiday Season!!! 

§ January 8 (M) - School resumes 

 

  

C  Sô  E  C  Sô  E  

in December  

Christmas Tree Lane in Downtown of Crystal Lake  

 
Montessori Pathways School loves 

to support Crystal Lake Downtown 

by sponsoring their amazing events. 

This time we are happy to partici-

pate in Christmas Tree Lane Deco-

ration. Go and find the Montessori 

Pathwaysô Christmas Tree in CL 

downtown. 
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘ 

At Pathways, November is all about Gratitude. It begins 

with our food drive to deliver food to the Crystal Lake Food 

Pantry. The elementary class not only donates items but we 

take a trip with the Kindergarten students to tour the facility 

to learn more about how our gift of nourishment is feeding 

not only our city of Crystal Lake but all of Mc Henry County. 

The students are always happy to see how much the food 

weighs that we donate but how much they also weigh.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also have a Gratitude jar where all students write one 

thing that each is thankful for. Every day I pull out a slip to 

read to remind us the many ways we are thankful. Ms. Suzy 

tied into this concept in art class and each student made a 

gratitude tree. On each leaf, students could write things to 

which they are thankful.  

 

Finally, on the Friday before Thanksgiving week, our class 

made a feast where the students were put into teams to 

prepare each dish with my supervision. We made ham and 

pineapple skewers, macaroni and cheese, pasta with mari-

nara sauce, breadsticks and brownie mug cakes. The stu-

dents set the table with tablecloths and we added our pine-

cone turkeys that we made in art and enjoyed our meals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the spirit of gratitude and love, our community 

is working more fluidly. It is at this time of year, where stu-

dents become more independent and are aware of their 

roles as teacher in the class as well as learner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students volunteer to help instead of waiting for others to 

help them. More work plans are accomplished and our writ-

ing time on Wednesdays has more authors sharing what 

they have written than before now. Emergent readers are 

gaining in confidence due to their practicing and accom-

plishing phonics lessons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our larger group activities have included lessons about 

roots, the Earth's atmosphere, reading clocks, nouns, dia-

gramming prepositions, adjectives, multiplication, adding 

larger numbers, factoring, line positions and angles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a Practical Life activity, our students made a final touch 

in fall cleaning of our playground. Team work on sunny day 

is always fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we are changing the focus of our physical education 

class. For the first three months we have been working on 

skills for playing sports such as kicking, throwing, speed, 

endurance, listening and eye to hand coordination. For the 

next three months, we will be doing yoga. 
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When we asked our Pre-K and Kindergarteners what Thanksgiving was, one of the first answers we heard is "gifts!" This 

opened up a great deeper discussion of the importance of Giving with Gratitude Week, Thanksgiving, and the Mayflower Jour-

ney that we had during the morning hours. Our Kindergarteners also had the opportunity to visit the Crystal Lake food Pantry 

alongside our Elementary students! The afternoon has also allowed for more elaborate art projects of Autumn Leaf, Turkey and 

the Mayflower, giving children the chance to exercise their organization skills and patience. Before the last leaves fall, we have 

also brought in some of the large Maple leaves from the playground to practice leaf rubbing (a wonderful exercise in bilateral 

hand use) and discuss parts of the leaf in a very tangible way.   

PRE-K / KINDERGARTEN AFTERNOON GROUP 

 

aǎΦ aŀǎƘŀΣ aǎΦ YŀǘƘȅ 


