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August, 2017 

Montessori Pathwaysõ News 

Notes from Ms. Alena  

(Head of School) 

I believe that November is a month that not only begins 

the holiday season, but also brings the spirit of giving 

and sharing. Following the Montessori approach, we at 

Montessori Pathways would like to teach our students 

the importance of sharing, giving, and helping, which will 

let them continue to be proud citizens of a country that is 

ready to help people around the world in any difficult 

situation. 

Annual Community Harvest 

We concluded November with a Giving with 

Gratitude Week, when kids and their families were 

able to donate food and other items to the 31st Annual 

Community Harvest, which will benefit clients of the 

Crystal Lake Food Pantry. Together we collected and 

donated 556 pounds of food and other items.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a great chance to teach our students not only the 

importance of giving thanks for what they get, but also 

the importance of giving.  

 

 

 

òChildren must grow not only in the 
body but in the spirit, and the mother 
longs to follow the mysterious spiritual 
journey of the beloved one who tomor-
row will be the intelligent, divine crea-
tion, man.ó       

                                   ~ Maria Montessori  

 

"You can give without loving, but 

you can never love without giving."  

             ~ Robert Louis Steven-

Kids are      
  Helping   

         Kids  
 

 

 

The children help to form a community in the classroom. 
Within that community, each child is an important and 
contributing member.  He is responsible for taking care 
of the environment as well as the other members of the 
community (both the teachers and his friends).   

Through the grace and courtesy lessons, we demon-
strate the type of assistance that may be needed in the 
classroom.  We may ask a child to help with a task or to 
lend a hand to a friend.  But often times, the children 
step up on their own to provide help when they see it is 
needed.  We observe that the help the children provide 
each other is just the right amounténot taking over and 
not offering too little. 

Of course, help is not always academic or work relat-
ed.  Help can be in caring for each other or the environ-
ment.  Spills happen regularly in the classroom.  As the 
children all know that the classroom environment be-
longs to them, they know they are responsible for caring 
for it.  After a large spill, we may witness other children 
coming to give a hand to the child cleaning up his work. 
 
If a child is upset or needing some company, the children 
observe this and act accordingly. They are observant in 
the childôs needsédoes he need space and alone time, 
does he need a hug or smile, does he need an invitation 
to do work.  As the children are learning how to show 
compassion to a friend, we may also offer suggestions 
on what type of help them need. 

 
Click here to see  

how kids are helping kids at Montessori Pathways 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/34106.Maria_Montessori
https://1drv.ms/v/s!As0leUULPLGLhcsqhBWrbMPDaA262w
https://1drv.ms/v/s!As0leUULPLGLhcsqhBWrbMPDaA262w
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    ~ Process over Product in Montessori Primary Classroom ~ 

It is not easy to be a Montessori Parent. Tolerating your childôs shoes being on the wrong feet, sitting on your hands while 

they flip their coat thirty times before finally getting it on their body independently, and remaining unemotional but empa-

thetic during meltdowns all come with the territory. Another aspect of Montessori that can be difficult to accept as a parent 

is the idea of valuing ñprocess over product.ò 

 

Most of the work a child does in their Primary class does not involve the creation of a physical product that the child can 

take home to show Mom and Dad, especially when they are on the younger end of the spectrum. Instead, the experience 

itself with the materials is what is importantðnot the completion of a worksheet, test, or other physical proof that a child 

has worked on a certain topic. That makes it tricky as a parent to know what your child is working on and how well they 

understand it. They are not bringing anything home for you to assess! And to make matters worse, when you ask your 

child what they did at school today, they answer, ñNothing.ò  

 

         Click here to continue reading this article 

 

 

 

 

§ Thank you, parents, for all of your help, support, and participation in the kidsõ 

learning process, and for giving your kids a chance to feel the Thanksgiving spir-

it! 

§ Thank you to our Elementary students for helping to load the donated items for 

the Crystal Lake Food Pantry! 

§ Thank you, Christine Low, Landon and Owenõs mom, and Arielle Arnold, Emmett 

and Charlieõs mom, for helping us deliver all donated items for the Community 

Harvest to the Crystal Lake Food Pantry. 

 

 

    Parentsô Corner 
 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!As0leUULPLGLhcs-EsCKPDeIm9b9OQ
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§ Dec. 1ðDec. 21 ð Toys for Tots  

It is with great joy that the Crystal Lake Police Department will be continuing their tradition of participating in 

Toys for Tots. You can drop off as many toys as you'd like in the drop box located in their lobby (100 W 

Woodstock St, Crystal Lake).  

 

Toys donated go to children in McHenry County. These years have taken a lot from all of us, but it wont take 

the joy of giving. Thanks to your help, this drive is a huge success every year! Last year CL Police Depart-

ment collected 1000 toys that were distributed to children within McHenry County. This year, lets beat that 

number!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 More locations in McHenry where toys can be dropped off 

 

§ December 1ð17ðCelebrating Winter: Winter Holidays Activity Month  

Unfortunately, with all of the developing Covid Variants, this year we will not be able to invite our families and 

celebrate Winter together again. However, if you have any great ideas how to bring a Holiday Spirit to our kids, 

feel free to share them with your teachers via email. The teachers will be happy to collect all of the ideas and 

organize the winter fun day for your children. 

 

§ December 20 (M) - December 31(F) - No school; Winter Break 

 

§ January 3 (M) - School resumes 

§ January 14 (F) - ELEMENTARY Parent / Teacher Conference Day (Virtual) 

  No school for Elementary Students on Conference Day 

§ January 17 (M) - No School (Marting Luther King JR. Day) 

§ January 17ð31 - Returning Families Preferred Re-Enrollment Period 

 

 

  

C  Sô  E  C  Sô  E  

in December / January 

https://marengo-il.toysfortots.org/local-coordinator-sites/lco-sites/donate-toys.aspx
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘ 

November brings colder air but more adventures for the 

students. We continue to venture outside which is a huge 

part of being an older child. We are learning how to navi-

gate traffic, crosswalks and sidewalk vs non-sidewalk 

walking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are learning to move to the right as a courtesy as well 

as using our walking to walk some of the canned goods 

over to Crystal Lake Food Pantry during our first snow fall 

of the season. Our walks to the library and Veteran Acres 

are still a high point in the week for the students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In class, we have been busy with our work. Upper El has 

been working on Ancient Egyptians, Forest and Water Bi-

omes, triangle work- parts of, types of, perimeter, measure-

ment of angles as well as air pressure, temperature meas-

urement and conversions of temps from F to C and C to F.  

 

We finished our mystery books and have been working on 

paragraphing and dialogue writing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower El has been working on clock time as well as AD/BC 

time, layers of our atmosphere, astronauts, 3 basic inverte-

brates- porifera, cnidaria and 3 types of worms, Geometric 

solids, forces like gravity, inertia and writing to create a 

story line.  

 

 

Some have been reading books with me and some have 

become more independent and are reading short chapter 

books.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hit of the month has been Geocaching. They have real-

ly enjoyed using the GPS to find the hidden objects. We 

have found 3 so far within a mile from our school.  
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