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August, 2017 

Montessori Pathwaysõ News 

Notes from Ms. Alena  

(Head of School) 

I believe that November is a month that not only begins 

the holiday season, but also brings the spirit of giving 

and sharing. Following the Montessori approach, we at 

Montessori Pathways would like to teach our students 

the importance of sharing, giving, and helping, which will 

let them continue to be proud citizens of a country that is 

ready to help people around the world in any difficult 

situation. 

Annual Community Harvest 

We concluded November with a Giving with 

Gratitude Week, when kids and their families were 

able to donate food and other items to the 30th Annual 

Community Harvest, which will benefit clients of the 

Crystal Lake Food Pantry. Together we collected and 

donated 450 pounds of food and other items.   

It was a great chance to teach our students not only the 

importance of giving thanks for what they get, but also 

the importance of giving.  

 

 

 

òChildren must grow not only in the 
body but in the spirit, and the mother 
longs to follow the mysterious spiritual 
journey of the beloved one who tomor-
row will be the intelligent, divine crea-
tion, man.ó       

                                   ~ Maria Montessori  

 

"You can give without loving, but 

you can never love without giving."  

             ~ Robert Louis Steven-

Kids are Helping Kids 
 

 

 

 

 

The children help to form a community in the classroom. 
Within that community, each child is an important and 
contributing member.  He is responsible for taking care 
of the environment as well as the other members of the 
community (both the teachers and his friends).   

Through the grace and courtesy lessons, we demon-
strate the type of assistance that may be needed in the 
classroom.  We may ask a child to help with a task or to 
lend a hand to a friend.  But often times, the children 
step up on their own to provide help when they see it is 
needed.  We observe that the help the children provide 
each other is just the right amounténot taking over and 
not offering too little. 

Of course, help is not always academic or work relat-
ed.  Help can be in caring for each other or the environ-
ment.  Spills happen regularly in the classroom.  As the 
children all know that the classroom environment be-
longs to them, they know they are responsible for caring 
for it.  After a large spill, we may witness other children 
coming to give a hand to the child cleaning up his work. 
 
If a child is upset or needing some company, the children 
observe this and act accordingly. They are observant in 
the childôs needsédoes he need space and alone time, 
does he need a hug or smile, does he need an invitation 
to do work.  As the children are learning how to show 
compassion to a friend, we may also offer suggestions 
on what type of help them need. 
 

 
Click here to see more: ñKids are Helping Kidsò 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/34106.Maria_Montessori
https://1drv.ms/v/s!As0leUULPLGLhN1-XRaIQ0gyO1FpqA
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A Montessori Approach to Discipline 
 

There is a common misconception that Montessori children 

are allowed to do whatever they like. And another that Mon-

tessori is very strict. 
 

In reality, Montessori falls in the middle of these two extremes. 

The word discipline doesnôt mean to punish. It is actually 

based on the root word ñdiscipleò which means ñto teachò or 

ñto learn.ò  
 

So I like to say instead of getting angry and punishing a child if 

they do something like hitting or biting another child, we can 

see it as an opportunity for us to teach and the child to learn 

about caring for others.  

 

Here are 8 tips for a Montessori approach to discipline: 
 

§Not using bribes and rewards or punishment  

§Respectful communication  

§Model / assist child to make amends  

§Find ways to solve problems together  

 

 

§ Help child if they are having a hard time  

§ Freedom within limits  

§ Translate for them  

§ Kind and clear limits  

 

éé.. Click here to read the whole articleéé. 

 

§ Thank you, parents, for all of your 

help, support, and participation in 

the kidsõ learning process, and for 

giving your kids a chance to feel 

the Thanksgiving spirit! 

§ Thank you to our Elementary stu-

dents for helping to load the donat-

ed items for the Crystal Lake Food 

Pantry! 

§ Thank you, Mary Nelson, Charlieõs 

mom, and Jackie Radeni, Fayeõs 

mom, for helping us deliver all do-

nated items for the Community 

Harvest to the Crystal Lake Food 

Pantry. 

Disguised Turkey Family Project 

We hope that most of our families spent some won-

derful family time working on the ñDisguised Tur-

keyò project together. We, at Pathways, were await-

ing for more and more ñnew friendsò to come to us 

every day. The kids and teachers were very 

amazed by your creativity. We met so many differ-

ent characters from ñbag of popcornò to Santa, from 

princesses and knights to man in black or race car 

drivers, from ñfamily spiritò to Statue of Liberty. All of 

them were made with love and excitement. You 

should see how happy your kids were when their 

friends noticed and enjoyed their disguised turkey.   
Thank you very much for your family time and crea-

tivity that brought the Thanksgiving spirit to our 

school.  
 

Click here to see all of your disguised turkeys.  

 

 

    Parentsô Corner 
 

òTo let the child do as he likes when he has not 
yet developed any powers of control, is to 
betray the idea of freedom ... Real freedom, 
instead, is a consequence of development; it is 
the development of latent guides, aided by 
education.ó  

ñóThe Absorbent Mindó, Dr. Maria Montessori  

https://www.themontessorinotebook.com/montessori-approach-to-discipline/
https://1drv.ms/v/s!As0leUULPLGLhN1ozN1auOArkexF0g
https://1drv.ms/v/s!As0leUULPLGLhN1ozN1auOArkexF0g
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§ Dec. 1ðDec. 21 ð Toys for Tots  

It is with great joy that the Crystal Lake Police Department will be continuing their tradition of participating in 

Toys for Tots. You can drop off as many toys as you'd like in the drop box located in their lobby (100 W 

Woodstock St, Crystal Lake).  

 

Toys donated go to children in McHenry County. This year has taken a lot from all of us, but it wont take the 

joy of giving. Thanks to your help, this drive is a huge success every year! Last year CL Police Department 

collected 1000 toys that were distributed to children within McHenry County. This year, lets beat that num-

ber!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#toysfortots #CrystalLakeCares  

  

§ December 16 (W)ð Celebrating Winter: Winter Holidays Activity Day for Primary Classes 

§ December 18 (F) - Celebrating Winter: Winter Holidays Activity Day for Elementary Class 

Unfortunately, this year we are not able to invite our families and celebrate Winter together. However, if you 

have any great ideas how to bring a Holiday Spirit to our kids, feel free to share them with your teachers via 

email. The teachers will be happy to collect all of the ideas and organize the winter fun day for your children. 

 

§ December 21 (M) - January 1(F) - No school; Winter Break 

 

§ January 4 (M) - School resumes 

§ January 15 (F) - ELEMENTARY Parent / Teacher Conference Day (Virtual) 

  No school for Elementary Students on Conference Day 

§ January 18 (M) - No School (Marting Luther King JR. Day) 

§ January 15ð31 - Returning Families Preferred Re-Enrollment Period 

 

 

  

C  Sô  E  C  Sô  E  

in December / January 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/toysfortots?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV5KDuTNdWm7V-5bsODEx51H5HdIySsyyFqez4CZCd3EPvDd0dWW_m9Fyvexz9uIZU0dyeGD_6QxCOfC3D4I7DC3DSGo1XGLfuzrRIH0xsuUm8vHvEnu0pY_wJ6F6u2CcUhIr8_AlbARG-5hwI0tcYE19Rj6nirGQ0JR7eh0GN_DQ&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/crystallakecares?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV5KDuTNdWm7V-5bsODEx51H5HdIySsyyFqez4CZCd3EPvDd0dWW_m9Fyvexz9uIZU0dyeGD_6QxCOfC3D4I7DC3DSGo1XGLfuzrRIH0xsuUm8vHvEnu0pY_wJ6F6u2CcUhIr8_AlbARG-5hwI0tcYE19Rj6nirGQ0JR7eh0GN_DQ&__tn__=*N
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘ 

November has brought new discoveries and growth in a few 

areas.  

ACADEMICS   

There are many buzz words and phrases the Montessori teach-

ers use often. It is sometimes hard to explain the terms without 

showing examples of these and telling stories about obser-

vances of these key parts to the Montessori child. This month, 

there are 2 that I want to share: the prepared environment 

and the importance of the three-year cycle.  

In the fall, Montessori teachers enter their classrooms and plan 

for their students. Questions flood our minds....How should I 

organize materials to visually stimulate further exploration? 

Where should I put items to make it easily accessible to all 

children and encourage independence? Where would I want to 

set up my work in the class?  These are just a few.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

One way I prepare the environment to create excitement is on 

our reading shelf. Weekly, I bring in new books. These are 

gathered from the library and put in a special location in the 

room. How I choose the books vary. Some are from recom-

mendations that I get from the librarians, websites or award 

winners. Some are selected by students who write 

a book request. They record the book title and their name and 

then I order them from the library. Some books are part of a 

series that kids have latched onto.... right now it is The Bad 

Guy series. Finally, I might choose a book I have previously 

read aloud.  

Then, I prepare a half hour of uninterrupted reading each day 

except for Friday. When I began doing this, it took some time 

for many to create the stamina to sit with a book, or books, for 

that long. As the year progresses, you can hear a pin drop dur-

ing this time. I read, they read. Once this occurs, storytelling 

explodes. Vocabularies increase. Passions flare.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing changes. Once a week, I give a writing lesson and 

then allow students the time to write. I give them about 15 

minutes to write and then 

increase the time as we jour-

ney into our year. We are 

now at 25 minutes. I write 

too. Then I allow anyone who 

desires to share their current 

writing to do so. This past 

week, for the first time ever, 

everyone wrote and then 

shared. Everyone. And, they 

wrote a substantial amount. It 

was fun and engaging.   

Finally, the 3-year cycle is 

the reason why I will never 

return to traditional education. Not only is it great for the 

kids: less time reacclimating to a new year, teacher, sys-

tem, philosophy and rules, but it is great for the students 

and me to track and celebrate growth. To see growth in one 

year is possible. But to have the kids SEE their growth in all 

areas, one needs to be observing it with them over time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria Montessori and other child philosopher/educators 

noticed this three-year time - period where kids are being 

exposed, cruising and mastering knowledge and social/

emotional growth.  Students recognize this in their academ-

ic and behavior changes. They sense it and I am able to 

validate it along with their peers.  
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘ 

SPECIALS  
 
Art: As I shared with you, Origami has been the new excite-
ment. I gave a presentation on the story of Origami and then 
gave them some paper and a dog to try. All were successful 
as it was a fairly simple creation. I then showed them books 
from the library on Origami. Students began to doing Origami 
as soon as they got to school. Some borrowed the books to 
take home. The Martin family donated colorful paper for Ori-
gami that the kids have been using. Most are displayed in our 
window. I will be sending them home this week.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our other ñDraw an Animalò project was to cut out an ani-
mal from a magazine. Then they cut the animal in half 
through the face. Then they glued the piece onto a paper and 
drew the part that they cut off. The kids were impressed with 
their results. We will finish it this week and then they will be 
hung in the hall for a picture.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music: We began recently listening to recordings to familiar-
ize the students with different instruments. One of the favor-
ites sounds they enjoyed was the sound from the didgeridoo. 
We also heard percussion, strings and wind instruments from 
around the world. We will continue to explore instruments in 
December.  
 
PE: We finished yoga and are now learning exercises for 
physical fitness: cardio and strength training. We will do a 
mixture of walking and running as well as exercises 
to strengthen our cores.  
 
Nature: Following our 
botany curriculum, we 
finished leaves and 
are now exploring roots.  

 
 

 
 
 

We have had lessons on the parts of the root and types of roots. 
At the park, we have observed roots: how they grow, where they 
grow, and we have pulled up a couple of roots to see a tap root 
vs a vesiculated root.  

 
This past week, each group had a jar (thanks Perez/Torres fam-
ily for the donation) to collect soil from 4 different areas of the 
field at Veteranôs Acres. They brought them back to school. We 
observed the difference by touch and sight. We then added 
water to continue to observe what is in the soil. This will lead to 
what is in our soil that makes it such a great place for roots to 
grow.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADOPT-A-FARMER:  
Due to COVID, we have not received many of the cool books 
and lessons from our farmer, Dana White. However, Illinois Ag-
riculture in the Classroom has had a few opportunities that we 
have taken a part of. First, we virtually met author 
of ñTime For Cranberriesò  Lisl Detlefsen. She spoke about this 
book as well as her others and answered our questions. After 
this presentation, we received a note from the organizer with 2 
books for future author visits! We also, ordered her other books 
from the library.  
 
This past week, we took a virtual tour of a dairy farm. It was 
interesting and once again, we were able to interact with the 
farmer. Fun fact: It takes about 48 hours for your milk to go from 
farm to table. WOW!  
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NEWS FROM PRE-K AND KINDERGARTEN 
EXTENDED DAY 

 

aǎΦ WƻŜȅΣ aǎΦ YŀǘƘȅ 

The Pre-K and Kindergarten children have been learning 

about the native Americans, and found that there were 

many tribes or nations that lived in different regions of North 

America. They had great respect for our mother earth and 

all depended on nature for food and shelter, where they 

lived, shaped the way they lived, and each group develop 

different customs and ways of life. 

We began first by exploring the North eastern region, then 

the Southeastern region, Southwestern region, the plains 

the Basin, Plateau, California and the North western coastal 

area. As the children traced and pin poked out each re-

gion of their map we discussed the people and their cus-

toms and the dwellings that they lived in. 

The children we're very enthusiastic and had fun making 

their own canoes, teepees, dream catchers, and peace, 

or talking sticks. It is so wonderful to learn about our 

worldôs different cultures, one of the children said; ñWhen 

l grow up, l am going to be a Native American!ò Please 

ask your child to share something new that they've 

learned. 


