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òChildren must grow not 

only in the body but in the 
spirit, and the mother longs 
to follow the mysterious 
spiritual journey of the be-
loved one who tomorrow will 
be the intelligent, divine cre-
ation, man.ó  

    ~ Maria Montessori  

 

Notes from Ms. Alena  

    (Head of School) 

I believe that November is a month that not only begins the holiday 

season, but also brings the spirit of giving and sharing. Following the 

Montessori approach, we at Montessori Pathways would like to teach 

our students the importance of sharing, giving, and helping, which will 

let them continue to be proud citizens of a country that is ready to help 

people around the world in any difficult situation. 

  

Montessori Pathwaysô News  

 

November 2017 

Kids are Helping Kids 
Montessori Pathwaysô students began this season of 

giving with the Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF event. While 

collecting candy for themselves during Halloween night, 

many of our kindergarten and elementary students were 

also collecting money for UNICEF, the foundation that helps 

kids around the world. 

You should have seen the kidsô excitement when, 

after counting the money, they realized that together they 

raised $230.30, which is more than their original goal of 

$150.  

    

 This amount can cover basic health needs of more than 

40 children for three month, immunize 147 children against 

measles for life, vaccinate 465 children against polio for life, 

and provide 64 packets of high energy biscuits for malnour-

ished children. 

 

Annual Community  
Harvest 

 

We concluded November with a Giving with 

Gratitude Week, when kids and their families 

were able to donate food and other items to the 

27th Annual Community Harvest, which will ben-

efit clients of the Crystal Lake Food Pantry. To-

gether we collected and donated 422 pounds of 

food and other items.   

 

It was a great chance to teach our students 

not only the importance of giving thanks for what 

they get, but also the importance of giving.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

~Elementary 
students are 
helping to load 
the donated 
items~ 

 

 

"You can give without loving, 
but you can never love without 
giving." 

    ~ Robert Louis Stevenson 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/34106.Maria_Montessori
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 While preparing for the Fall Parent/Teacher conferences, we 
came across this question multiple times in the parent/teacher 

questionnaires. I would like to touch on this subject.  

  

 The Montessori curriculum is focused on preparing students 

for the Montessori Kindergarten, so it is very important to un-

derstand the difference between Kindergarten in a traditional 

vs. a Montessori school.  

  

 In traditional education, kindergarten is the beginning of the 

elementary level, where children begin with the basics 

(sounds, numbers, colors, shapes, etc), since it is designed to 

accommodate those who have not attended preschool. These 

same concepts are covered at the beginning of the Montessori 

Early Childhood class (at 3-4 years of age).  

  

 The Montessori Kindergarten, however, is the final 

stage of the 3 year cycle of the Early Childhood Educa-

tion. 

  

 Please remember that Montessori (Primary and Elementary) 

functions in 3-year cycles, the benefits and knowledge of 

which cannot be fully realized by removing the child mid-cycle.  

 

 The third year is crucial in culminating and solidifying the 

work of the previous years. If youôve already allowed your chil-

dren to enter the Montessori environment, give them the 

chance to complete the cycle of learning that theyôve begun.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  Click here to learn about it: https://www.youtube.com/   

  watch?v=gh11LXOgZF0&feature=youtu.be  
     

ñWill My Child Be Ready for 
Public Kindergarten?ò 

Thank you! 

§ Thank you, parents, for all your help and support and for giving your kids 

a chance to feel the Thanksgiving spirit! 

§ Thank you to our Elementary students for helping to load the donated 

items for the Crystal Lake Food Pantry! 

§ Thank you, Marion Krause, Emilyõs grandma, and Eric Fistler, 

Samuelõs dad, for helping us deliver all donated items for the 

Community Harvest to the Crystal Lake Food Pantry. 

The Montessori learning 

experience is cumulative: what a 

child learns in the kindergarten year 

builds on what was learned in 

previous Montessori years. The 

kindergarten year is the culmination 

of this learning when the child 

internalizes these early concrete 

experiences, building a strong 

educational foundation. The value of 

the first two years cannot be fully 

realized if the child does not continue 

working with the Montessori 

materials to complete the three-year 

cycle. 

ñDoes Montessori Prepare 
Children for Traditional School?ò 

 

0!2%.4 #/2.%2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gh11LXOgZF0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gh11LXOgZF0&feature=youtu.be
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ !ƳōŜǊ 

   

 Gôday! Our study of the Land Down Under continues. Stu-

dents are focusing on the biomes of Australia, and learning 

about plants, animals, and people who live there. Most stu-

dents have already completed their Australia map.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 The visit to the Burpee Museum afforded students a 

ñfossils and dinosaurò experience. Since we were unable to 

visit the library last month, we spent the entire day learning 

more about dinosaurs in our classroom. Our biome study 

continues with learning the parts of a biome.  

 In the study of time, students will discover what past, pre-

sent and future really means to them.  

 

 

 

 First year students continue work in addition, fractions, 

nouns, phonogram sounds. Second and third year students 

work on multiplication, math facts, grammar, dictionary use, 

and word studies.  

 Upper Elementary students are studying typing, parts of 

the atom, elements, and the process of plant or animal clas-

sification in addition to their Math and Language work. Daily 

writing is required for all students to build their skills and 

writing ability. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children surprise us sometimes. As teachers, we often wit-

ness beautiful acts of kindness from children who really do 

not go out of their way to be kind. A perfect example occurred 

recently in chess class. It was the final class of the session, 

when some children are awarded trophies based on skill, 

points, homework, etc. A newer chess student, who did not 

earn a trophy this time around and was disappointed, was 

approached right after the class and congratulated on his 

effort by an older student with a lot of chess experience. The 

older student bolstered the confidence of the younger student 

with kind words of acknowledgement, recognition, and en-

couragement to ñkeep practicing and maybe youôll get a tro-

phy next time.ò The older student even brought in one of his 

chess medals and awarded it to the younger student!  

 Disappointments can happen throughout life, but handling 

them is a skill that must be learned. As parents and teach-

ers, we can coach and guide children through the process. 

We cannot protect our children from all disappointments, nor 

should we. Everyone needs to learn that life brings disap-

pointments and joys, and handling both with grace and cour-

age is a valuable skill to possess. These are opportunities 

for learning. Not everyone gets a trophy, nor do we always 

get the job we want, the winning goal, the best seat in the 

house, or the biggest fish. As adults, do we role-model posi-

tive ways to handle our disappointments? Do we point out 

examples when they occur, to teach our children how to re-

spond in an appropriate, graceful, and courageous manner? 

Just as we encouraged our babies to walk (an analogy I re-

peatedly use in the classroom), we can coach our children to 

persevere, to never give up, to keep practicing, and ñtry, try 

again.ò Being a gracious loser is just as important as being a 

gracious winner.  

  We cannot stop all the tears, but we can teach our chil-

dren how to bounce back and look forward to success in the 

future.  That is a huge accomplishment, and one we hope 

they will share with others. 

 

òTo let the child do as he likes 
when he has not yet developed 
any power of control is to betray 
the idea of freedom.ó    
         ~Maria Montessori~ 
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Coming School Events 

 

 

H e w l e t t- P a c k a r d 

Ý December 8 (F) 9:00amð Elementary Studentsô Trip to Crystal Lake Library 

Ý December 15 (F) ɀ 5:00pm ï ñFlakes!ò- Winter Celebration at the First Congregational Church in Crystal Lake. 

§  Please RSVP by December 4th. 
 

§  If your child is an All-Day student, please pick up your child from school no later than 4:30pm that day. 

 

Ý December 25 ï January 5 ï Winter Break 

Ý Montessori Pathways offers Winter Wonder Camp  for your children during winter break. 

  If you would like to sign up your child(ren) for Winter Camp, please return the registration forms, along with   
  the  payment, no later than Friday, December 8

th
  

  Note: The camp will operate if there are no less than 7 students daily. Otherwise, camp will be cancelled.     
  The decision  will be made by December 8th based on the number of applications.  

  If you are planning to enroll your child in Winter Camp, please return this form with payment on time. 
 

Ý January 8 (M) ï School Resumes 
 

Ý January 11 (Th) ï 6:00pm - Montessori Fun / Educational Night for Pre-K and K Students and Parents: 

 

§ ñGood Enough VS Becoming Accomplished ï Montessori Kindergarten and Elementary Educa-
tionò ï Workshop for Pre-K and K Parents. 

 

§ Bingo / Pizza Night ï for Pre-K and K Students. 

 

Ý January 12 (F) 9:00amð Elementary Studentsô Trip to Crystal Lake Library 

Ý January 15 (M) - No School (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

 

Ý January 15 ï 31 ï Returning Families Preferred Re- Enrollment Period 
 

Ý January 17 (W) -  12:15pmðKindergarten and Elementary Students Field Trip ï ñStep Africa!ò Show  
                   at Raue Center for the Arts in Crystal Lake  
 

Ý January 26 (F) ï  all day by appt.ð Elementary Parent / Student / Teacher Conference Day 
 

§ No School for School Day Elementary Students on Conference Day 

§  Child Care is provided for ESD (7:45am - 4:15pm) / All Day (6:45-am-6:00pm) Elementary students 
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NEWS FROM THE KINDERGARTEN EXTENDED DAY  

 

aǎΦ YŀǊŜƴ 

Gift of giving 

 

Last month, it was the opportunity to Trick or Treat for 

UNICEF.  This month, it was the children preparing a song 

about family to share with you. 

We spend several days just practicing the song.  Then the 

children worked all day this past week ñframingò the song 

for you as a gift.  They had to mark where each hole punch 

would go.  Then they ñlacedò the card.  Followed by putting 

in envelope, signing their card, and happily placing in the 

ñgoing homeò box. Opportunities that allow for children to 

give of themselves 

are golden.  We could 

list several ñskillsò or 

ñskill building ele-

ments ñ of a project, 

but perhaps the most 

valuable is simply the 

opportunity to share, 

to give of themselves, 

to bring happiness to 

another. 

 

Geometry: 

 

Further excursions into ge-

ometry:  Yes,  we do work 

on vocabulary development 

(please be prepared to rein-

force new geometry 

terms).  But the children are 

also practicing construction 

of geometric shapes using 

triangles.  (Did you know 

that all straight sided 

shapes can be created us-

ing triangles?).  This kind of 

activity gives them a 

chance to create and also 

to become aware of the of 

some principles of  levels geometry through use of the ma-

terials.  

 

Mathematical thinking: 

 

Currently, the ñhotò item in 

the math materials is the 

bead chain cabinet.  It has 

many concept levels built 

into the material so it can be 

used in increasingly chal-

lenging ways over a period 

of time.  At the moment , we 

are working on ñshort 

chainsò  representing the 

squaring of numbers.

(contrasted with the long 

chains representing the cu-

be of numbers). As an ex-

ample of the short chain letôs use 5.  The chain links 5 bars 

of 5 beads each.  Therefore, we have a total of 

25.  Because the bars are linked, they can be folded into 

the form of a square.   So we SEE that 5 fives is 5 taken 5 

times ( 5 x 5) and it forms a square.  So 5 squared takes on 

a new, clearer meaning.  Donôt you wish we had such math 

materials!  

The curriculum: 

 

From the above example, you can see that although your 

child is in the same environment daily, the environment 

ñchanges ñ for him as he/she is given new lessons to in-

crease their repertoire  or to increase the challenge of ma-

terials already presented.  The environment ñgrowsò with 

the child. 

 

Field trip 

 

Perhaps the most memorable aspect of the field trip was 

simply being surrounded by so many models and actual   

fossils of dinosaurs and other life at the time of the dino saur 

which no longer exist.  There is nothing like a model 10 x 

your size ot make a lasting impression on you! 

 

Parents: 

 

I really enjoyed meeting you on an individual level at confer-

ences and also as a small group at the evening presentation 

on mathematical thinking.  Of course, this working together 

increases the effectiveness of Montessori in the life of your 

child and your family. 

 

International Montessori: 

 

Briefly, Slovenia was a wonderful experience.  I was there 

teaching at the Institute for over a week.  The energy of 

Montessori in Slovenia  so alive and vibrant. Every 2 years, 

another 43 people enroll in the Montessori teacher accredi-

tation program.  Their  ñlabò schoolò has come to include the 

high school years.    Because Slovenia is such a small coun-

try, the hope is that Montessori will be a significant influence 

in its national educational system. Additionally, they are ex-

ploring the application of Montessori principles in work with 

the elderly and memory care patients. 

 



7 

 

+ÉÎÄÅÒÇÁÒÔÅÎ %ØÔÅÎÄÅÄ $ÁÙ #ÌÁÓÓ  

./6%-"%2 0(/4/ '!,,%29 


