
Montessori Pathways Summer Camp 2010 
“A World of Possibilities in our Community” 

Week 7 (July 19th – July 23rd ):  

Community workers – garbage collectors, recyclers, construction workers, waiters and waitresses, 
etc.: reading, drawing; dramatic play.  

Field Trip: We will have a petting zoo with farm animals at school.  

Newsletter from Ms. Christine, Ms. Cindy and Ms. Masha 

Morning Class 

 
 This week, the weather was rainy and sunny, cool and hot, humid and beautiful. 
With the changing weather, the children were busy as ever during the morning recess. All 
throughout the day we had many opportunities to use the sandbox, swim in the pools, play 
on our new playground activities, climb, swing and enjoy a game of kick ball.   
 
 Monday morning we enjoyed a visit from a petting zoo with several farm animals.  
The animals sparked a lot of discussions. The children asked questions like “will we see a 
lion at the petting zoo”?  We discussed the differences between farm and zoo animals and 
categorized a group of small animal objects into zoo animals or farm animals.  We finished 
our conversation by singing the song “Bow Wow Wow, whose DOG are thou?”  We changed 
the words to include animals we saw in the petting zoo and thus learned what sounds 
different animals make. Do you know what sound a llama makes? 
 
 In the language area, we saw some children working with the Sandpaper Letters, 
which introduce the child to the symbols of the alphabet so as to unite them to their sounds 

by means of the muscular and visual memory, to prepare the child for 
reading and composition and also prepares the hand for writing. 
Some of the younger children turned wanted a 
book read to them and turned to their older 
friends, while others looked through books and 

created their own stories. Older children built phrases to label various 
objects (rain boots, ice skate, flower pot, etc) with the Movable Alphabet.  

After spelling the word, the children drew the object and wrote its 
name, creating a booklet of phrases. This prepares the child for 
reading and expressive writing. 
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 The sensorimotor area had younger children working with the 
Pink Tower and Brown Stairs, which have matching cards for each 
block. They develop visual discrimination of dimension and prepare the 

child for the decimal system in mathematics. 
The Sound Cylinders were also popular this 
week. The child has to match cylinders with 
sounds of varying degrees of loudness: loud, louder, loudest and 
soft, softer, softest. Some of the children also 
worked with Color Box #3, which allows the 
child to see the gradation of various colors 
from brightest to lightest. We also saw some 

children working with the Colored Cylinders, creating 
patterns based on the diameter of the cylinder, thus 
reinforcing their visual discrimination of dimension and visual matching of an 
object with its base.  
  

  
 In the math area, the children worked with Cards and Counters 
(Frogs), where they had to match the correct number of frogs with the 

numeral on the lily pad, thus reinforcing the child’s 
knowledge of the sequence of numbers. Some of the 
kids also tried their hand at the Hundred Board, which 
also reinforces the sequence of numbers and enhances the child’s 
concentration. Our younger students worked with the Red And Blue Rods. 
After the initial presentation of counting the individual sections the red 

and blue rods, the children almost always make a maze with the 
rods. They love to walk between the rods 
carefully so as to not touch one of the rods. The 
older children continued to work with the 
Wooden Beads, which are not only a visual 
representation of ones, tens, hundreds and 
thousands, but a transition to the addition and multiplication of 4-digit 

numbers. Other children practiced addition either by using Counters or the Strip Board, both 
of which provide a visual representation of the process.  
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 In the practical life area, some of the kids baked while 
others washed, peeled and cut apples and carrots, 

which develops concentration, coordination, 
sense of order and independence. Others tried 
Table Washing, thus enhancing their coordination 
of movements, balance, sense of responsibility 
and hand-eye coordination. Some of the kids 
worked with various Dressing Frames, learning how to zip, buckle and even 

braid, thus enhancing their fine motor skills in preparation for writing, as well 
as developing the child’s self-care skills, sense of order, coordination and concentration.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As always, some of the children were busy helping prepare lunch by 
cutting up fruits and veggies and putting together sandwiches. To help 
decorate our tables, some of the kids prepared 
beautiful flower arrangements. Cutting the flowers, 
filling the vases with the correct amount of water and 
placing the perfect combination of flowers in the vase 

helps the children develop their sense of aesthetic and love of nature.  
 
 The science area had children working with the Life-Cycle Of A 
Butterfly. After a lesson with the Three-Part Cards, which directly tie 

the lesson to the language area, each child made 
his or her own booklet showing the various 
stages and labeling them. Some of our 
students also looked at the different animals 
around the world using Matching Cards of the 

seven continents and the animals found there. 
After matching the animals, the children traced each continent 
using the World Map Puzzle and drew his or her favorite animal of 
the continent. Other children continued to work with various puzzles such as Parts of the 
Frog and the Three-Part Cards that go along with them, thus learning what the parts are 
called.  
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As our month of July draws to a close, some kids decided to set up 
the Magnetic Calendar and what month we’re in, what the season is, 
as well as the date and day of the week.    
 
 The community workers theme this week led us to some 

interesting thought. We talked about how a farmer grows food that we can purchase at the 
farmers’ market. The farmer also raises animals for petting zoos. We also learned about the 
community train worker.  While we were outside, we had heard a loud 
sound: it was the BIG, noisy freight train switching tracks. The 
person who moves the train is also a community worker. The 
engineer makes sure the train gets Moms and Dads to work. We also 
talked about the garbage and recycle collectors. We decided to see 
what we were about to put in our recycling bin. We found some 
amazing stuff: cardboard, water bottles, milk jugs, Styrofoam, foil, 
and a plastic strap. Instead of throwing them out, we talked about 
each item (what it was, what was inside it, where it came from). The 
children decided to make musical instruments with the recycled items: 
maracas, a drum, a violin, a guitar, a tambourine and a key board.  We also read a book 
about the many different community workers in Crystal Lake: waiters/waitresses at 
restaurants, cashiers at grocery stores and teachers at school.  
  
 Consequently, the art area was very popular among children again this week. They 
made collages from recycled items, thus developing their imagination and creativity.  It felt 
so good to reuse the items that would’ve been thrown away. The children were also 
presented Marble Painting.  It takes a steady hand to gently roll the marble mixing the 
colors red, yellow and orange together. 

 
Newsletter from Ms. Terri, Ms. Masha and Mr. Aaron  

Afternoon Class 

 This week we talked about community helpers and what it means to work together. 
We named the helpers we see, such as waitresses, train workers, policemen, construction 
workers, nurses and garbage men.  
 
 We also read a story about a man who had four children who fought and didn’t get 
along. The story was called The Bundle of Sticks (a fable by Aesop). The father decided to 
show the children that fighting with one another is not good. So he took four sticks and tied 
them together with a rope. The father had each of his children try to break the bundle but 
they couldn’t.  However, each child was able to break an individual stick. The moral of the 
story...when you fight with each other, each of you is as weak as one of these sticks. If you 
work together in a group, however, you will be as strong as the bundle of sticks.  
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 The story led to a talk about helping, not only in the community but also in the 
classroom. Sharing responsibly, keeping the room clean and in order, caring for plants and 
animals, serving and seating classmates for snack, preparing, baking, and slicing snack for 
food, etc. All of these activities prepare our children to be vital community workers in the 
future.  

 
 After the Petting Zoo visit, we drew pictures of our 
favorite animal (pigs, bunnies, goats, llamas, lambs, etc.) on 
story paper. Then, we wrote something about them, for example 
they eat hay or they have black fur.  
 
 The children are continuing to enjoy working with clay as 

well. We have made lots of transportation vehicles; planes, trains, automobiles and trucks. 
It is great for children to use the muscles in their hand by rolling out the clay, cutting it with 
rectangle shapes, making wheels by rolling clay in balls and then flattening them. Working 
with clay, play dough or paper maché is great for the children. Three-dimensional art using 
coils, balls, slabs, eggs shapes and more reinforces their drawing skills as circles and 
rectangles become balls and slabs. Drawing a train, then making a train in clay becomes a 
whole different process and fun challenge while also strengthening their hand muscles in 
preparation for writing.  
 This week our alternative to cloudy or ominous days were playing in the sandbox or 
sitting and cooling our feet in the wading pools while playing Simon Says.  
 We have been enjoying the fruits of our garden. This week we picked different kinds 
of peppers and had a taste test. We found the Green California peppers are sweeter than 
the Ivory Peppers. Also, we are taking turns picking Cherry 
Tomatoes and bringing them home to share (Have any of them 
made it home?). They are yummy. 
 Another hit this week were the yogurt popsicles we made. 
We have had vanilla and berry flavors so far.  It is a nice, easy 
treat that is cool and creamy, nutritious and delicious. Rice crispy 
treats have also been fun to make. A bit sticky but it is one of 
our favorites. As a matter of fact, a couple children said they 
loved them and haven’t had them for years! 
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Newsletter from Ms. Alena 

Field Trip 

 This week’s field trip destination wasn’t too far; it was right 
in our parking lot! Various animals from a petting zoo visited our 
school and the children couldn’t have been any more excited to 

see the llamas, duck, chicken, sheep, goats, piglet and bunny walk 
into the mini-zoo that had been set up. While they waited for the 

animals to get set, the children discussed among themselves who’s 
already been to the petting zoo and which animal is the favorite.  

 Once everything was set, the children were split into two groups to allow more one 
on one time with the animals. The kids were quick to notice a change 
of flooring: hay. Amy, who takes care of the animals, explained that 
this is not food. Rather, it is a covering to make the floor softer for 
the animals and also make it easier to clean our parking lot 
afterwards. However, this explanation didn’t stop some of the 
children from trying to feed the hay to the animals. After all, the kids 
had already had snack so it was only fair that the animals ate too. 

 After the kids had time to adjust to 
the animals, and vice-versa, the children were allowed to feed 
real food to the animals. The sheep and goats were the most 
persistent eaters and the kids were amused at their attempts to 
eat, even though the cup was clearly empty. The mom and baby 
llamas received a lot of food from the 

children as well. In the process, the inquisitive students found out 
that llamas usually don’t make any noise other than a hum. Some 
of the children also tried to summon the duck that was hiding in 
the corner. Many techniques were used: showing food, putting 
food on the ground, calling and even rationing such as “Duck! We 
have food for you! Come over please!”  

 While petting the animals, the children noticed how soft a 
sheep feels but also how thick its coat seems 
to be. After learning that the sheep get a 

haircut in the summer and the fur is used to 
make clothing, many of the kids began to 

list sweaters and jackets they believed to be 
made from the sheep’s coat.  
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Out of all the animals, the cute and fluffy sheep seemed to be the favorite among children. 
The sheep’s cute face reminded the children of bears, puppies and other animals.  

Although it was sad to see our new friends leave, we 
continued talking about them and learning more new and 
interesting facts about their lives, so it is almost as if they never 
left.  

 
Preview for next week (July 26th – July 30th ):  Main Street, Crystal 

Lake, USA – compare old photos to current, locate landmarks, note the 
differences between our street and streets with businesses. Make a drawing. 

Field Trip: We will have a field trip to the Crystal Lake Bank. 

 


