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Notes from Ms. Alena  

    (Head of School) 

  

Kindergarten and Elementary 
Demo Classes 

 

The Elementary and Kindergarten Demo Classes 

were the most exciting part of March. Parents were able to 

get an idea of what the daily work cycle is like. 

Unfortunately, it is impossible to demonstrate all of the 

amazing and miraculous moments that we, teachers, can 

observe every day during just one hour. However, parents 

still witnessed the enthusiastic and hard work that the kids 

demonstrated even during the late evening.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We would like to extend our appreciation to all of our 

teachers, students, and parents who contributed their 

time, energy, and enthusiasm in preparation of, and 

participation in, our annual Demo Classes!  
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These children have free choice all day 

long. Life is based on choice, so they learn 

to make their own decisions. They must 

decide and choose for themselves all the 

timeéThey cannot learn  through 

obedience to the commands of another.  

~ Maria Montessori  
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 During two weeks in February-March, our Pre-K students 

were visiting the Kindergarten Extended Day Class. At the 

same time, the kindergarten students were invited to spend a 

day in the Elementary classroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a very exciting experience for our students. Although 

sometimes nervous in the beginning, all of the Pre-K and K stu-

dents were very proud to be a part of their older friendsô group, 

noticing a very welcoming and helpful atmosphere in the class-

room.  

~ Kindergarten Visit Days 

for Pre-K Students ~ 

~ Elementary Visit Days 

for Kindergarten Students ~ 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 It was interesting to observe growing leadership maturity 

in the Elementary class when the  Elementary students were 

able to demonstrate their ability to make a presentation and 

help with work to their kindergarten friends, while successfully 

working with their own materials according to their work plan. 
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  Registration for the upcoming 

2018-2019 school year  

is in full swing! 
 It is that time of the year when we begin assembling the 

classes for the next year. We also begin to plan our staff and 

curriculum for the upcoming school year. 

 

 Thank you to all of the families who have returned the re

-enrollment application for the Summer Camp and the next 

School Year. 

 

 Considering that the value of and interest to Montessori 

Education and to Montessori Pathways School particularly 

continues to rise, spots at our school are filling up pretty 

quickly this year.  

 Therefore, we would like to remind you of the im-

portance of re-enrolling by April 15th rather than waiting 

until the last minute.  

       If you have decided to continue your childôs education 

at Montessori Pathways, please 

1) Complete the Registration Form for Summer Camp 

and / or Re-Enrollment Form for the 2018-2019 School 

Year 

2) Attach the Summer Camp registration ($30) and/or 

School  Year Re-enrollment Fee ($50) 

3) Include the 10% of annual tuition security deposit 

4) Return the paperwork along with payment no later       

than April 15, 2018. 

        By submitting your 10% of the annual tuition deposit on 
time, you secure your childôs spot at our school for the next 

school year, can lock in your childôs current classroom, and 

any other special schedules and arrangements made with 

the school. 

        All families enrolling and submitting 10% of the tui-

tion after April 15th will be considered ñnewly enrolledò fami-

lies, and will be subject to a new enrollment fee of $50.00 for 

Summer camp and $100.00 for 2018-2019 School Year.  

 Spots in each age level are already limited and cannot be 

guaranteed - ñnewly enrolledò families will be enrolled on a 

first come, first serve basis.  Classroom and any other pref-

erences will also be up to administrative discretion based on 

availability. 

 Please do not wait until the last minute and help us and 

your family be successfully prepared for the Summer Camp 

2018 and 2018-2019 School Year on time. 

Self-esteem is 
the Foundation Principle of 
Success and Happiness.   

 

 òNothing can stop the man with the right men-

tal attitude from achieving his goal; nothing on 

Earth can help the man with the wrong mental 

attitude.ó  

               ñ Thomas Jefferson   

  

 Self-esteem is not a skill, but a characteristic, that needs 

stimulation to develop. Feeling good about oneself, isnôt 

that the most important ingredient for a happy and pro-

ductive life? People who feel good and are proud of 

themselves achieve a lot!  

  

To name just a few related personal characteristics: 

  

¶ Enthusiasm instead of detachment 

¶ Joy instead of boredom 

¶ Positive energy instead of apathy 

¶ Contentment instead of jealousy 

¶ Receptiveness to new things instead of aversion 

¶ Readiness to contribute instead of feeling entitled 

  

 Montessori education has the development of a good 

self-esteem as a core aim. All other positive characteris-

tics will follow. A child with a good self-image does not 

need competition to excel. They remain respectful of oth-

ers, and at the same time exceed their own expectations! 

  

To assist the development of a positive self-image: 

  

¶ The teachers are in tune with the childôs basic charac-

teristics and learning styles 

¶ There is an environment with multi-age ranges and 

therefore multi-levels 

¶ Children are given opportunities to choose, to make 

decisions and to make mistakes 

¶ Age-appropriate limits are set which give the message 

that your freedom ends where someone elseôs freedom 

begins 

¶ Development of self-discipline, self-will and self-

direction are nurtured, 

¶ Age-appropriate independence is encouraged which 

grows competence and consequently self-confidence 

¶ Opportunities for being productive and responsible 

members of the group are brought forward 

¶ Respect and trust are the focal point of the relation-

ship between the student and teacher 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Jefferson
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Ý April 2 (M) ï Class Resumes 

Ý April 9 - 12 (M - Th) - Elementary Class 4-day Trip to Natureôs Classroom in Lake Geneva, WI 

Ý April 13 (F) ï Elementary Parent / Teacher Conference Day 

¶ No School for School Day Elementary students 

¶ Child care is provided for Extended School Day (7:45am-4:15pm) / All Day (6:45am-6:00pm)          
Elementary students 

Ý April 16 ï 20 (M - F) -  Earth Week  

Ý April 18 (W); Rain Day ï April 20 (F) at 9:00amï Spruce It Up! Doughnuts with Dad! 

  Work with Dad and enjoy doughnuts together! 

Ý April 19 (Th) at 5:30-7:00pm ï Montessori Family Night ñCome and Work Together!ò ï  

  Parent / Child Work Cycle in Primary Classes (East and South rooms) 

  Donôt miss this very enjoyable evening working with your child in their special environment.         
    When you arrive, youôll go to your childôs classroom and experience with them a little of what their  
    day is like. See whatôs  changed in their day since the first Parent/Child Night! 

Ý April 20 (F) -  Elementary Class Trip to Crystal Lake Library for Research Project 

Ý April 27 (F) ï School-Wide Field Trip to Marriott Theatre in Lincolnshire for ñThe Emperor's 
New Clothesò Musical 

=========================================================== 

Ý May 2 (W); Rain Day ï May 4 (F) at 9:00am ï Planting Day! Muffins with Mom! 
 

  It would be great if every child could bring at least one plant on Monday, April 30 or Tuesday, May  

  1 to have a chance to participate in the creation of the Pathwaysô Garden. 

 

Ý May 7 ï May 11 ï National Teacher Appreciation Week 

  

C  S  E 

Montessori Pathways 
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ !ƳōŜǊ 

 The period from the end of February through March brought 

many new lessons and learning opportunities. We started by 

mentoring the kindergarten students, two each day, over two 

weeksô time. It was a rich experience for elementary students 

to guide, teach, lead, and even learn from those who are 

younger than them!  

 

 Then many students participated in Demo Night and 

showed parents how they navigate a ñdayò in the classroom.  

 

 We had an educational insight into the challenges of civil 

rights as we watched the inspirational Raue Theater perfor-

mance of The Freedom Riders. Our students not only enjoyed 

being the lone group in the audience, but also asked some 

great questions that the performers answered at the end of 

the musical.  

 

  

 Science exploration was in the plans for March as well. We 

experimented with apples turning brown, floating and sinking 

oranges, gravity and motion, and we forced some stems to 

flower in our sunny window. Our second off-campus excursion 

of the month took us to Rockfordôs Discovery Center for a 

planetarium visit and a class on light and color. It was a fun 

trip and a great prelude to our Science Day.  

 

 On Science Day, 

students shared 

some truly impres-

sive and creative 

experiments or pro-

jects from home. 

They had time to 

try, observe, or con-

duct experiments, 

then present them 

to the Early Child-

hood classes and 

later to parents. 

What a fantastic day of discovery! We acknowledged the 30th 

anniversary of Pi (Ʉ) Day and Albert Einsteinôs birthday by 

listening to a beautiful piano version of the pi number se-

quence and seeing a funny ópicycleô video.  

 

  

Our last trip of the month to the library was spent doing final 

research on Asia and research of rainforests.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Other highlights of the past month include students who have: 

* become emergent readers and are now working on con-

sonant blends and long vowel sounds, which will allow 

them to transition into Level One books  

* completed cursive practice and are now attempting to 

use cursive in all their language work 

* mastered addition and subtraction facts 

* challenged themselves to complete their daily assign-

ments and then do even more work 

 

 Now in process are studies including: the character trait of 

trustworthiness, echinoderms, vertebrates, leaves and flowers, 

botany experiments, comparing human needs over different 

historical time periods, ancient civilizations, cubing, word prob-

lems, 2-digit divisor division, multiplication with 2-digit multipli-

ers, and so much more. All students are now working on dy-

namic addition and dynamic subtraction. 

 

 Upcoming events include our four-day all-class field trip to 

Natureôs Classroom followed by Friday, April 13th Parent-

Teacher Conferences. It will be exciting to share your studentôs 

progress with his/her goal(s). Several students have already 

met their goal!   

The most beautiful thing we can experience 
is the mysterious. It is the source of all true 
art and science.  
              ñAlbert Einsteinñ 

We especially need imagination in science. It 
is not all mathematics, nor all logic, but it is 
somewhat beauty and poetry.  
             ñMaria Montessoriñ 

The child who concentrates is immensely happy. 
              ñMaria Montessoriñ 
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