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August, 2017 

Notes from Ms. Alena  

(Head of School) 

March is the time of year when we, Montessori Teachers, have so 

much enjoyment in observing how our students are blossoming 

compared to the beginning of the school year or previous years. 

I had a wonderful chance to observe a lot of cool things in the 

Elementary Classroom while was subbing Ms. Bridget for a couple 

of days in March. Coming to the classroom in the morning, I 

offered all elementary students to start their day with the work 

according to their work plan. 

ñBut we usually start our day with the community meetingò, multiple 

students said. (Consistency is very important for the kids)  

ñI am sorry, friends, but I am not sure if I can do it right nowò, I said.  

ñI canò, our 4th-grader easily offered; ñI can helpò, our 3rd-grader 

supported her. 

ñIt would be so nice and helpful if you could do it, my friendsò, I 

agreed. 

You should have seen how seriously both girls took the 

responsibility in running the community meeting and how the other 

students respectfully joined the discussion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñIt is too sad that Ms. Bridget is sick, but it is so much fun to self-

operate and be a teacherò ï our 3rd-grader concluded. 

It was just amazing to see our 2nd graders during the day. I 

remember them last year, when they were still learning how to plan 

their time properly to be able to finish their work plan on time, and 

asking a lot of questions and help to be able to complete their 

work.  And this year they became great guides and helpers for our 

1st graders, as well as for me.  

Every time when I step in to the classroom to substitute, I am 

asking myself: ñWhat am I doing here? Do they really need me?ò  

And Maria Montessoriôs words come to my mind all the time:  

The greatest sign of success for a teacher is to be able to say, 

ñThe children are now working as if I did not exist.ò 

Montessori Pathwaysô News 

 

These children have free choice all day 
long. Life is based on choice, so they 
learn to make their own decisions. They 
must decide and choose for themselves all 
the timeéThey cannot learn  t h rou gh 
obedience to the commands of  another. 

                         ~ Maria Montessori 

Who would live in a world that had 

fifteen seconds in one day? That 

would be silly. 

But if there were, there would be 

no school. There would be no work 

to do. There would be nothing. 

There would be no activities to do. 

It would be boring but there would 

be no such thing as a world that 

had fifteen seconds in one day. 

It would be silly, silly, silly, silly. 

 ~ By Kelsey McGowan, 1st Grade 
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     ~ Kindergarten Visit Days 

for Pre-K Students ~ 

  

 

 

 

During two weeks in February-March, our Pre-K students 

were visiting the Kindergarten Extended Day Class. At the 

same time, the kindergarten students were invited to spend a 

day in the Elementary classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a very exciting experience for our students. Alt-

hough sometimes nervous in the beginning, all of the Pre-K 

and K students were very proud to be a part of their older 

friendsô group, noticing a very welcoming and helpful atmos-

phere in the classroom.  

     ~ Elementary Visit Days 

for Kindergarten Students ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was interesting to observe growing leadership maturity in 

the Elementary class when the  Elementary students were 

able to demonstrate their ability to make a presentation and 

help with work to their kindergarten friends, while success-

fully working with their own materials according to their work 

plan. 
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Registration for the upcoming 

2019-2020 school year  

is in full swing! 
It is that time of the year when we begin assembling the 

classes for the next year. We also begin to plan our staff 

and curriculum for the upcoming school year. 

Thank you to all of the families who have returned the re-

enrollment application for the Summer Camp and the next 

School Year. 

Considering that the value of and interest to Montessori 

Education and to Montessori Pathways School particularly 

continues to rise, spots at our school are filling up pretty 

quickly this year.  

Therefore, we would like to remind you of the importance of 

re-enrolling by April 15th rather than waiting until the last 

minute.  

If you have decided to continue your childôs education at 

Montessori Pathways, please 

1) Complete the Registration Form for Summer Camp 

and/or Re-Enrollment Form for the 2019-2020 School 

Year 

2) Attach the Summer Camp registration ($30) and/or 

School  Year Re-enrollment Fee ($50) 

3) Include the 10% of annual tuition security deposit 

4) Return the paperwork along with payment no later       

than April 15, 2018. 

By submitting your 10% of the annual tuition deposit on 

time, you secure your childôs spot at our school for the next 

school year, can lock in your childôs current classroom, and 

any other special schedules and arrangements made with 

the school. 

 All families enrolling and submitting 10% of the tuition after 

April 15th will be considered ñnewly enrolledò families, and 

will be subject to a new enrollment fee of $50.00 for Sum-

mer camp and $100.00 for 2019-2020 School Year.  

Spots in each age level are already limited and cannot be 

guaranteed - ñnewly enrolledò families will be enrolled on a 

first come, first serve basis.  Classroom and any other pref-

erences will also be up to administrative discretion based 

on availability. 

Please do not wait until the last minute and help us and 

your family be successfully prepared for the Summer Camp 

2019 and 2019-2020 School Year on time. 

 

 

Self-esteem is  

the Foundation Principle  

of Success and Happiness. 

òNothing can stop the man with the right mental atti-

tude from achieving his goal; nothing on Earth can 

help the man with the wrong mental attitude.ó  

               ñ Thomas Jefferson   

Self-esteem is not a skill, but a characteristic, that needs 

stimulation to develop. Feeling good about oneself, isnôt that 

the most important ingredient for a happy and productive 

life? People who feel good and are proud of themselves 

achieve a lot!  

To name just a few related personal characteristics: 
 

¶ Enthusiasm instead of detachment 

¶ Joy instead of boredom 

¶ Positive energy instead of apathy 

¶ Contentment instead of jealousy 

¶ Receptiveness to new things instead of aversion 

¶ Readiness to contribute instead of feeling entitled 

Montessori education has the development of a good 

self-esteem as a core aim. All other positive characteristics 

will follow. A child with a good self-image does not need 

competition to excel. They remain respectful of others, and 

at the same time exceed their own expectations! 

 To assist the development of a positive self-image: 

¶ The teachers are in tune with the childôs basic characteris-

tics and learning styles 

¶ There is an environment with multi-age ranges and there-

fore multi-levels 

¶ Children are given opportunities to choose, to make deci-

sions and to make mistakes 

¶ Age-appropriate limits are set which give the message 

that your freedom ends where someone elseôs freedom 

begins 

¶ Development of self-discipline, self-will and self-direction 

are nurtured, 

¶ Age-appropriate independence is encouraged which 

grows competence and consequently self-confidence 

¶ Opportunities for being productive and responsible mem-

bers of the group are brought forward 

¶ Respect and trust are the focal point of the relationship 

between the student and teacher 

 www.international-montessori.org 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Jefferson
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Ý April 1 - Classes Resume 

 

Ý April 1 - 4 (M-Th) - Elementary Class 4-day Trip to Natureôs Classroom Institute in Lake Geneva, WI 

 

Ý April 5 (F) - Elementary Parent / Teacher Conference Day (North Room) 

§ No School for School Day Elementary students 

§ Child care is provided for 4:15 / All Day Elementary students 

 

Ý April 17 (W) at 12:15pm - ñThe Magic School Busò performance ï Kindergarten and Elementary Field Trip 

to Raue Center for the Art in Crystal Lake  

 

Ý April 18 (Th) at 5:30-7:00pm ð Montessori Family Night: ñCome and Work Together!ò ï  

  Parent / Child Work Cycle in Primary Classes (East and South rooms) 

 

Ý April 22 - 26 (M-F) - Earth Week 

  Parents are welcome to organize morning activities or presentations in the classroom 

 

Ý April 24 (W) / Rain Day ï April 26 (F) at 9:00amðSpruce It Up!  Doughnuts with Dad!  

 

Ý May 6 ï 10 (M-F)  - National Teacher Appreciation Week  

 

Ý May 8 (W) / Rain Day ï May 10 (F) - Planting day! Muffins with Mom!  

 

Ý May (TBA)  - Train Ride to Woodstock (meet moms for dessert) ï Kindergarten and Elementary students 

 

Ý May 17 - 18 (FðSat) - Overnightð Sleepover at School for Elementary Students 

 

Ý May 22 (W) at 5:00pmðEnd of the School Year Celebration at Crystal Lake First Congregational 

Church 

 

Ý May 27 (M) - No School (Memorial Day) 

 

Ý May 29 (W) - Last Day of School  

 

   

 

 

  Coming School Events 
Montessori Pathways 
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘ 

Dia Gut! Hello from Ireland! 

Have your kids been coming home to talk about Ireland, lepre-

chauns or gold? Have they performed a few Irish dance steps? 

Beginning at the start of March, I have been teaching the class 

a bit about Ireland. I shared the geography, the flag, a bit of 

history and the many symbols of Ireland. I read to them a story 

of St. Patrick and my own namesake, St Bridget. I read the folk 

tale of Fin McCool. We ate soda bread and listened to Irish 

music as well as sung songs. I even taught them a few Irish 

dancing steps and showed them a video of Irish dancers. It has 

been fun sharing a bit of Ireland with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many students are asking for more and more for math les-

sons!!! I love that many students not only watch the lessons 

given to others (to review the old concept or to see what is 

coming) but have been eager to complete their own assign-

ment at their own pace in order to move ahead. They have 

figured out that to advance, they must complete their answers 

correctly and use good work habits. Little sponges absorbing 

math work all over the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of my favorite observations was of a first level student. 

She and a friend were learning how to use 2 new math charts 

to help with adding. The math charts are designed to show 

patterns, to practice facts and to master math facts in a fun 

alternative. 

The first level girl noticed that the chart had a pattern to it.  It is 

a finger chart where they put 2 fingers on the addends of the 

number. Then you move your fingers to the end of the chart 

and then skip your fingers to meet for the answer. If you skip 

and the fingers do not meet on a number, then you go to the 

2nd row where they meet. She observed that if you added 2 

even or 2 odds, they meet. If it is an odd and even, you have to 

go to the 2nd row. All on her own, she discovered this! This is 

why I love Montessori education. Kids come to their own reali-

zations and see patterns and strategies that others may not 

see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Montessori classrooms are communities, not just classrooms 

of kids. We are together for more than a year and become 

close companions. In order to do this well, we must learn how 

to listen well to each other and to speak our minds in a kind, 

productive way. It is a pleasure to sit back and watch kids 

solve problems. Often, I will hear a discrepancy and will sit 

back to see how it will get handled. A perfect example: 

Two kids are holding a hanger in which to hang a coat. Both 

claim it. Both are pulling. Both are arguing. Kids around them 

turn to tell them to quit fighting. Go get another hanger. Hang-

ers are nothing to fight over since there are plenty. One stu-

dent says ñNo hangers have names on them.ò Neither girl will 

give in. We all wait. One child gets up, hands a hanger that she 

had to them. Problem solved. We all give appreciation to the 

child who came up with the BEST solution. These scenarios 

happen often in the day. We learn so much from these 

ñproblems.ò It is so nice when I do not have to step in and an-

other child can see a solution or become a facilitator of peace 

to the children. 

Now we are off to our nature education, Montessori overnight 

trip to Natureôs Classroom Institute (NCI). Mrs. Alena and I will 

chaperon the kids on this 4 day trip in Wisconsin where they will 

take classes, meet other kids from other Montessori schools, 

enjoy nature hikes, bond with counselors, eat delicious, nutri-

tious food and bunk together with their classmates. We are most 

excited!!! 
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NEWS FROM THE EXTENDED DAY 
KINDERGARTEN CLASS 

 

aǎΦ YŀǊŜƴ 

March was short but busy!!   

The ñmoving onò week began in February, but continued just a 

bit into March.  The Kindergartners all enjoyed  their time in the 

elementary classroom with the ñbig kidsò.  Since ñbig kidsò is a 

relative term, the kindergartners also enjoyed being the ñbig 

kidsò by hosting the younger children for their first full day visit 

to the Kindergarten Extended Day class!  There was no short-

age of ñhelpersò for our visitors! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have talked about helping, (ñthe gift of givingò) in other 

newsletters.  Sharing is helpful in developing an attitude of 

extending oneself to another.  When you bake, perhaps share 

with your neighbor.  Or shovel their sidewalk (hopefully not till 

next year!). Sharing creates a feeling of caring between peo-

ple.  Ultimately, the grace and courtesy such as we practice in 

the classroom leads to caring compassion. We must be able to 

extend ourselves, to reach out to others, to see another point 

of view.  Montessori emphasized grace and courtesy lessons.  

At this time of the year, we see many children helping each 

other, solving problems together, sharing (even their cookiesò) 

with others, and working 

collaboratively.  

  

 

 

 

 

A highlight  (actually at 

the very end of February) 

was to trip to the Pra-

rieview Nature Center on 

the outskirts of Crystal 

Lake.  Although we had to revise the content of the trip a bit 

due to the conditions on the ground on the outdoor paths, the 

children were totally absorbed in the activities.  The first was a 

Puppet Show, designed to follow up the indoor visit to our 

school by MCCD on the topic of animals in winter.  The chil-

dren were riveted!.  So many interesting facts.  We did get out-

doors near the end of the visit.  A highlight because the chil-

dren found actual animal tracks, seeds, nuts on the ground, 

and plants waiting for spring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the math 

area, the bead chain cabinet has become the ñnewò popular 

work.   It has multiple purposes as it relates to both skip counting 

(multiplication) and to geometry.   Essentially, it is an extended 

counting activity. Both long and short chains are constructed The 

chains are constructed for each of the numbers 1 - 10.  The chil-

dren count and tag each set of beads on the chain. The short 

chains can be folded into squares.  For example, the short chain 

of 5 has 25 individual beads, arranged in 5 groups of 5 beads.   

But, because of its construction, the short chain can be folded 

into one square.  Thus, 5 squared is 5 sets of beads bars, each 

bar constructed of  5 individual beads  ( 5 x 5 = 25).  

The long chains can all be folded into squares which and  be 

stacked.  Thus, the long chain of 5 is 125 (a lot of counting), 

which is folded into 5 squares of 5.  When stacked up, the 5 

squares of 5 make a cube of 5.  By counting and labeling each 

bead bar of 5,  the child is skip counting  (5,10, 15, 20, etc.all the 

way to 125) which is the base for answers in multiplication.  It 

also is the value for the cube of 5.  All is done with concrete, 

hands-on, visual materials. The work is beautiful.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We so enjoyed the conferences with you.   It is helpful for all of 

us following your childôs development and progress and have a 

conversation together and feel connected. 
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