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August, 2017 

Montessori Pathwaysõ News 

Notes from Ms. Alena  

(Head of School) 

 

Montessori education identifies childrenôs strength and helps 

them hone those skills in a way that is unique to them. And 

while we, Montessori educators, promote independence and 

allow students to learn at their own pace, we also understand 

the importance of teaching children cooperative learning and 

teamwork at an early age. 

 

Group and team building activities in the classroom can 

nurture social and emotional skills; language and literacy 

skills; fine motor skills; cognitive skills; and creative 

expressions through music skills. A childôs interaction with 

others at school can also help build social awareness, 

relationship skills and responsible decision making. 

 

Unlike typical classrooms, Montessori schools combine 

students of different ages and allow them to interact and build 

off each otherôs development while also finding their own 

path to success. Building relationships with children of 

various ages as opposed to being around only one grade 

level all of the time will diversify a childôs social skills and 

teach them how younger children look up to older children 

and how older children are supposed to be a good example 

for younger children. 

 

Ms. Bridget and I had the great opportunity to observe our 

elementary and kindergarten students' teamwork and 

cooperation skills at the ñPulleyôsò Workshop in Legoland 

Discovery Center. The kids were divided by groups and 

tasked with building a Simple Pulley Machine. At the very 
beginning, with the excitement of having this opportunity, 

everyone started to build by him/herself, forcing their own 

opinion. In a few minutes, our students noticed that working 

alone was not a good idea. As soon as the students changed 

their work dynamic and became open to the ideas of others 

and trusting each otherôs knowledge and skills, the project 

was successfully completed in minutes. 

The earlier we allow our children to socialize and realize the 

importance of teamwork and cooperative learning, the more 

prepared they will be to work in group settings throughout the 

course of their life. 

The most important period of 

life is not the age of university 

studies, but the ɤrst one, the 

period from birth to the age of 

six.      
                    ~ Maria Montessori 

  ~ Simple Pulley Machine ~ 

Montessori for the Elementary Years  

If children near the end of their kindergarten year in 

Montessori, many parents struggle with the question 

whether or not to keep their children in Montessori for 

Elementary Program.  

 

On the one hand the typical Montessori five-year-oldôs 

self-confidence and love of learning lead many 

families to ask: Why tamper with something that is 

clearly working? 

 

Other parents feel that, since their kindergarten 

graduate will be moving on to another class one way 

or another, next year might be the logical time to 

make the transition from Montessori. 

 

éIf you are facing this choice, I encourage you to 

take a good look at your schoolôs elementary 

program. Although, you will, of course, want to gain 

an impression of the teacher, focus your attention on 

the students themselves. Elementary students are 

often the best spokespeople for the value of a 

Montessori education. 

 

What makes Montessori special is its ability 

to nurture talent without needless 

competition and stress. In a nutshell, 

Montessori children never lose the joy of 

learning.  
 

    ~ Read the whole article...~ 

https://www.applemontessorischools.com/
https://1drv.ms/v/s!As0leUULPLGLhKYXQ4gob5DS_-IRMw
https://1drv.ms/b/s!As0leUULPLGLhKYYaEAyzOefbtdVXw?e=73Unnr
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Registration for the upcoming 2020-2021 School Year has begun! 

It is that time of the year when we begin assembling the classes for the next year. We also begin to plan our staff and 
curriculum for the upcoming school year. On the first week of February you will receive a Re-Enrollment Paket. 

If you have decided to continue your childôs education at Montessori Pathways, once you have received the re-
enrollment paperwork, please 
 
 
a.    Complete the Re-Enrollment Form for the 2020- 2021 School Year 

b.    Attach the School Year Re-Enrollment Fee ($50; $25 for the second child) 

c.    Return the Re-Enrollment Form along with Re-Enrollment Fee to school by March 1st. 

d.    Submit 10% of the annual tuition security deposit no later than April 15, 2020. 

 By submitting your 10% of the annual tuition deposit on time, you secure your childôs spot at our school for the next 
school year, can lock in your childôs current classroom, and any other special schedules and arrangements made with 
the school.  

All families enrolling and submitting 10% of the tuition after April 15th will be considered ñnewly enrolledò families, 
and will be subject to a new enrollment fee of $100.00 for 2020-2021 School Year. 

Spots are already limited and cannot be guaranteed - ñnewly enrolledò families will be enrolled on a first come, first 
serve basis.  Classroom and any other preferences will also be up to administrative discretion based on availability. 

Please do not wait until the last minute and help us and your family be successfully prepared for 2020-2021 School 
Year on time. 

============================================================================================ 

Ý February 1 ï Re-Enrollment and New Families Enrollment begins 

Ý February 7 (F) ï Vision / Hearing Screening for 

Ý February 10ð13 (M-Th) - Elementary Studentsô 4-day Trip to Natureôs Classroom in Like Geneva, WI 

Ý February 14 , February 18 (by appt.) - Elementary Parent / Teacher Conference Days (North Room) 

¶ No School for School Day Elementary students on February 14 (F) 

¶ Child care is provided for 4:15 / All Day Elementary students 

¶ Regular Schedule for Elementary students on February 18 (Tu) 

 

Ý February 14 (F) in the morning ï Valentineôs Day at Montessori Pathways  

Ý February 17 (M) ï No School (Presidentsô Day) 

Ý February 19 ï 27 ï Moving-On Weeks: Elementary Class Visit Days for Kindergarten students 

Ý February 27 (Th) at 6:00pmð  ñThe Magic of Montessori Mathematicsò Parent Workshop 
                   (Child Care will be provided per request) 
 

Ý February 28 (F) at 12:15pmðñDogman, The Musicalò ï Kindergarten and Elementary Field Trip to Raue 
Center for the Art in Crystal Lake 

Ý  March 1ðSummer Camp Enrollment Begins 

 

  

C  Sô  E  C  Sô  E  

in February 
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘ 

Returning from break, our class had a few things on their 

minds. First, we were busy finishing our Biography pro-

jects. On our last library trip, each child was tasked 

with choosing a book about a famous person. Once chosen, 

each child read the book and then filled out an information 

sheet about the person selected. Then, each student drew a 

picture of their person and glued it onto the front of a cereal 

box. Then the information sheet was glued onto the back. 

Each child shared their person in front of our class and then 

a few chose to present to the primary classes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The other item on the minds of the kids was this: post igloo 

picture 1 and 2. Since the first snow, they have been building 

this igloo. It was finally big enough to begin carving out a 

hole to get inside. Every day they have been working on it. It 

took teamwork, cooperation, patience and kindness to the 

young primary kids who wanted to be a part of it. They 

dressed for outside faster than ever, took turns shoveling 

and hauling the snow on sleds, each waiting their turns and 

working together without much arguing. It was great to see 

them all working towards a common goal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other happenings: we celebrated Dr Martin Luther King Day 

by listening to his ñI Have a Dreamò speech as well as sing-

ing ñHappy Birthday to Youò by Stevie Wonder as our clean 

up song.  

 

We also began working on a better way to track goals and to 

work on achieving it using highlighters. Finally, we chose 

topics for our presentation in March.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We really enjoyed our presentations this last week of Janu-

ary: Bolivia on Monday with Mrs. Torres, Anaôs mom and 

Guatemala on Friday with Mrs. Ragusa, Donovanôs mom.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, parents, for being a part of your 

studentsõ education process and brining a lot 

of curiosity and  exciting moments to it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are looking forward to having a lot of fun at our com-

ing 4-day trip to Natureôs Classroom Institute in Lake 

Geneva, Wi in the beginning of February. 
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NEWS FROM THE ART CLASS        

(KINDERGARTEN AND ELEMENTARY) 

 

aǎΦ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ 

During this chilly month of January, I taught your chil-

dren how to draw & paint a jolly little snowman peeking 

out of the corner of their watercolor paper canvas.  

The unusual, close-up perspective of this drawing is a 

novel take on what you'd typically picture when asked to 

"draw a snowman." Students did a great job following 

the step-by-step process, painting with a limited palette 

of tempera paint colors. 

The resulting paintings really make me smile! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In contrast, students indulged in many, many colors with 

their next project...an acrylic painting of fireworks over 

water, in celebration of New Year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After painting the canvas black, students drew a horizon 

line in white pencil, and painted festive, colorful bursts in 

the sky, followed by reflective color streams in the wa-

ter. Students practiced brush techniques and the appli-

cation of pressure on paint strokes in order to achieve 

the trailing tails of the fireworks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary colors of acrylic, plus white, were provided, 

allowing plenty of opportunity for mixing custom colors, 

which students really enjoyed. We finished off their piec-

es with glitter paint to give the fireworks a festive, spark-

ly glow. 

Happy New Year to all Montessori students, friends & 

families.  
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NEWS FROM THE KINDERGARTEN AND PRE-K 
EXTENDED DAY 

 

aǎΦ YŀǘƘȅΣ aǎΦ hƴ5ǊŜƛŀ 

What a busy month and fast month we have had.  The chil-

dren were happy to be back and have settled in peacefully.  

The children found a book about antient Egypt and became 

curious about mummies, pyramids, sarcophagus and hiero-

glyphics. So, we ran with it.  We brought in books from the 

library.  The children were able to make mummies, a sar-

cophagus, a pyramid, and wrote their names in hieroglyph-

ics.  They enjoy browsing and reading about this ancient 

civilization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academically, the children are continuing to work towards 

mastery of various math, language and science skills on 

individual levels. In order to master the materials, repetition 

and hands on experiences are needed. Repetition increas-

es success, independence and confidence. It is though 

repetition, the child can differentiate the slightest differ-

ences and variations in the world around them. 
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