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August, 2017 

Notes from Ms. Alena  

(Head of School) 

 One day, my son, who graduated from 6 grades of Montessori 

Pathways last year and is a 7th grader of a traditional public school 

system now, shared the video ñI Just Sued the School System!ò 

with me that they were watching at school. He said: ñMom, you 

need to see it. You will love it because it is true.ò 

 Yes, it was interesting for me to see and I decided to share this 

video with you. Click to view the video. 

All of those questions from the video have been bothering me 

for many years during my time teaching in the traditional 

education system. I always wished that something would be 

changed there. 

 And over the last several years some of us might have noticed  

the fact that schools will often jump from one trend of teaching to 

another. As soon as something new comes out, the curriculum 

changes, only to then move on to the next big thing when it 

changes again. Schools spend thousands of dollars on new 

programs and then 2 years later, something did not work or 

something better is out there again.  

 After my study of the Montessori approach and spending 10 

years in this environment, another question came to my mind: Why 

do we try to reinvent the wheel if a great educational system 

already exists? The philosophy that Maria Montessori developed 

many years ago still works great for our kids today and gives 

amazing results in educating kids of absolutely different levels of 

development and ability to learn. 

Montessori Pathwaysô News 

 

 The Freedom of Choice                
in Montessori Environment 

 Maria Montessori said that everything the child does 

is creative.  It is the creative mind that harnesses all of its 

power to solve problems. The creative powers of the chil-

dren help them solve problems throughout their stay in the 

Montessori classroom. These problems can be social, 

emotional, intellectual or physical in nature.  By allowing 

the children to grapple with these problems and ideas we 

help them enlist their own creativity.   

When children are not permitted to deal with their own 

problems as they arise, but have adults solve them for 

them, they have difficulty experiencing their own creative 

solutions.  In many ways the Socratic method of asking 

questions and allowing children to choose their answers is 

a way of allowing for creativity to arise.  We all know there 

are many ways to get to a goal.   

To teach children in only one way, and ask for only 

one answer, will prevent them from using their minds in an 

inventive way.  Children need projects and tasks that they 

can tackle.  They need to experience their own endless 

creativity.  They must come to see that they can do this is 

to be allowed to solve appropriate problems and experi-

ence the benefit of their own innovative solutions.  Some 

of these problems might be artistic, scientific, intellectual 

or social.  Anytime a child sits down to accomplish some-

thing they are drawing on their own reservoir of creativity 

and inventiveness É 2018 - Montessori Children's Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The most important period of 

life is not the age of university 

studies, but the first one, the 

period from birth to the age 

of six.     ~ Maria Montessori  

~10 Characteristics of Children        

in the Montessori Classroom ~ 

   Respectful               Responsible 

   

Self-disciplined          Independent 

 

Creative/Inventive    Self-Motivated 

 

Organized                  Global Thinkers 

 

Collaborators             Leaders 

 

Learn more about it, please click here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqTTojTija8
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/34106.Maria_Montessori
https://1drv.ms/b/s!As0leUULPLGLg4AKuEvlHRXiat72rA
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 Good Enough VS  

  Becoming Accomplished 

 Since itôs time for parents to make a very important 

decision about the future of their children, one of the 

events we had this month was our parent evening ñGood 

Enough VS Becoming Accomplished (Montessori Kin-

dergarten and Elementary Years)ò, where Ms. Karen 

and Ms. Bridget demonstrated the spiral nature of Montes-

sori education, whereby the skills learned in the early 

years of the Montessori Primary class are studied at a 

deeper level in the Kindergarten and Elementary years.  

 They also explained why the Montessori Kindergarten 

year is not the beginning of Elementary education, but 

rather the final and crucial year of the 3-year Primary Edu-

cation cycle.  

 It is important to keep this in mind when deciding 

where to continue your childôs education.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pizza / Bingo Night 

 While parents were discussing many interesting ques-

tions with Ms. Karen and Ms. Bridget during the Parent 

Educational Evening in one classroom, the Pre-K and K 

kids were gathered together with Ms. Carole and Ms. Ura-

na, enjoying an evening of bingo, stories, games, and a 

very yummy pizza in the other classroom. 

Thank you! 

 During Winter Break we renovat-

ed our East Room using the money 

collected during our Mums Sale and 

Equal Exchange Fundraisers. The 

renovation cost about $3,000.00, and 

the $2,821.00 that we raised were of 

course of great help. 

 Thank you to all of you who par-

ticipated in both fundraisers! 

 Thank you Meelis Saareoks, our 

former parent, for helping us with 

the renovation! 

 We have replaced our old tile 

floors with waterproof planked 

flooring that looks nice and homey.  

The kids were really excited to see 

their updated classroom after re-

turning from Winter Break. 
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Registration for the upcoming 2019-2020 School Year has begun! 

It is that time of the year when we begin assembling the classes for the next year. We also begin to plan our staff and curriculum 
for the upcoming school year.  

If you have decided to continue your childôs education at Montessori Pathways, once you have received the re-enrollment paper-
work, please 
 
 
a.    Complete the Re-Enrollment Form for the 2019- 2020 School Year 

b.    Attach the School Year Re-Enrollment Fee ($50; $25 for the second child) 

c.    Return the Re-Enrollment Form along with Re-Enrollment Fee to school by March 1st. 

d.    Submit 10% of the annual tuition security deposit no later than April 15, 2019. 

 By submitting your 10% of the annual tuition deposit on time, you secure your childôs spot at our school for the next school year, 
can lock in your childôs current classroom, and any other special schedules and arrangements made with the school.  

All families enrolling and submitting 10% of the tuition after April 15th will be considered ñnewly enrolledò families, and will be sub-
ject to a new enrollment fee of $100.00 for 2019-2020 School Year. 

Spots are already limited and cannot be guaranteed - ñnewly enrolledò families will be enrolled on a first come, first serve ba-
sis.  Classroom and any other preferences will also be up to administrative discretion based on availability. 

Please do not wait until the last minute and help us and your family be successfully prepared for 2019-2020 School Year on time. 

================================================================================================== 

Ý February 1 ï New Families Enrollment begins 

Ý February 1 (F) ï Vision / Hearing Screening for Preschool ï Kindergarten Students 

Ý February 6 (Tu) at 1:00-2:00pm - ñNature in Winterò in-school workshop for Kindergarten and Elementary 
students 

Ý February 7 (W) at 1:00-2:30pm - ñAnimals in Winterò - Field Trip to Prairieview Educational Center for Ele-
mentary, Kindergarten, and Extended Day Pre-K students. 

Ý February 14 (Th) in the morning ï Valentineôs Day at Montessori Pathways 

Ý February 18 (M) ï No School (Presidentsô Day) 

Ý February 21 (Th) at 12:15-1:30pm - ñMadeline and the Bad Hatò musical at Raue Center for the Arts in 
Crystal Lakeð field trip for Elementary, Kindergarten, and Extended Day Pre-K students. 

Ý February 19 ï March 5 ï Moving-On Weeks: 

§ Kindergarten Extended Day Class Visit Days for Pre-K Students 

§ Elementary Class Visit Days for Kindergarten students 

Ý February 25 ï March 1 ï Dr. Seuss Week 

Ý February 26 (Tu) at 6:00-7:30pm -  Kindergarten Demo Class  

During one hour, the Kindergarten students will demonstrate a short version of the Kindergarten Extended Day Class for Pre-K 
parents. 

Ý February 26 (Tu) at 6:00-7:30pm ï Elementary Demo Class 

During one hour, the Elementary students will demonstrate a short version of the Daily Work Cycle for current Elementary and 
Kindergarten parents. 

 

 

  Coming School Events 
Montessori Pathways 
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘ 

Bienvenido!  

Ancient Civilizations: The students have begun to do inde-

pendent research on ancient cultures. We began by looking at 

early humans. What did they eat? How did they dress? What 

transportation did they use? How did they defend themselves? 

What type of shelter did they have? How did they fulfill their spir-

itual needs?  

Since then, they have looked at Ancient Egyptians, Greeks and 

now Romans. How are these people alike? Where did they live 

in the world? What contributions did they have to the world? 

Slowly, kids are choosing to look deeper at them. Some skim 

through while others dive in and look at book after book. Our 

next group will be Ancient China. 

Math: The math bug has hit many kids in the class. Once kids 

get wind of others trying out new concepts or new materials, 

news spreads. No one needs to wait for anyone else. The beau-

ty of the Montessori math materials will allow the child to see in 

different ways how to add, subtract, multiply and divide larger 

and larger numbers. Soon their facts will be easier to handle 

and their ñah haò moments will happen on a more regular basis. 

Indirect Instruction: All lessons in Montessori have direct les-

sons, which is the intended concept to learn, as well as the indi-

rect lessons, the other concepts that are not directly taught. 

An example of this is test tube division. Test tube division is a 

material to teach long division for numbers as big as a million 

divided by thousands. The direct lesson is dividing large num-

bers. However, what else is taught? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This material requires fine motor skills to manipulate the beads. 

It takes focus to remember the steps. It takes predicting to see 

how many rows can be made with the amount of beads the 

child has. It requires stamina to complete the whole problem 

which takes many minutes. Finally, it takes patience to get this 

VERY large material out, use it and put it away. 

If done with a partner, which is the desired method due the 

extensive work required, it also teaches team work, turn taking 

and planning. 

The teacher teaches how to use the material and then sits back 

to observe what happens. She will step in when needed but will   

 modify later lessons based on what is observed while the child 

 is completing the work. 

Snack: We are on the snack rotation-2nd round for kids. Thank 

you for your generosity in buying the items that your child has 

selected. It has been interesting to see the choices that each 

kid makes. There is a lot of steps involved in snack prepara-

tion. 

Kids enjoy the choosing of the menu. There is a suggestion list, 

but some decide to choose an item off the menu. They love 

that there is a built-in left-over day! 

The preparation of the snack and choosing a buddy to help 

them prepare the snack is next. Each day, the host will set out 

the snack and choose how much snack a person should have. 

The host then gets out plates and/or utensils. Finally the host 

gets out the bin for dirty dishes. Snack is open and the first two 

students are invited. 

When snack is over, the snack host and partner will clean up 

the snack area. They put away leftover snack and ready the 

dishes for the dishwasher. They wipe the counter and table. 

Kids enjoying eating, socializing and preparing snack. 

Reading: ñReading is an 

exercise in empathy; an 

exercise in walking in 

someone elseôs shoes for a 

whileò. -Malorie Blackman 

Please continue to ensure 

that your child is reading at 

home. Trips to the library 

and book store are nice but 

borrowing books from the 

class can be a great way to 

read more. Having kids see 

you read also make the 

difference. Many libraries have winter reading programs where 

your kids (and YOU!) can get prizes for reading. Please keep 

the logs coming in. I will be checking this week for folders and 

will be checking logs/replacing lost or used up logs. 

òOur care of the child should be governed, 

not by the desire to make him learn things, 

but by the endeavor always to keep burning 

within him that light which is called 

intelligence.ó          ~ Maria Montessori 
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NEWS FROM THE EXTENDED DAY 
KINDERGARTEN CLASS 

 

aǎΦ YŀǊŜƴ 

We are continuing to develop work in the geometry area.  Mon-

tessori has set up a system of math that is based on the Euro-

pean model of math which includes geometry. 

This area is a permanent part of the classroom with the materi-

als available on the shelves.  But this month, we have spent 

some time highlighting the area and working on demonstrating 

a more in-depth understanding 

January work has included making 3-dimensional shapes.  So 

far, we have done the tetrahedron (as triangular pyramid) and 

the cube as a group lesson. An advantage to the Montessori 

classroom is that our materials on the shelf include a set of 3-

dimensional shapes. Using those materials is significantly dif-

ferent than trying to translate 2- dimensional pictures into 3-

dimensional objects (which is the experience most of us had in 

school.). The children cannot get enough of this work.   Every 

day sees some of the children excitedly working on these pro-

jects.  They are fascinated by creating these 3-dimensional 

shapes from 2-dimensional (construction paper).  The process 

is:  we take one of the 3D shapes and trace around every side 

of it (requires rotation of the solid), then cut, fold, crease, and 

tape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They are applying this skill set by additionally making, rectan-

gular prisms, square based pyramids, etc.  Implied in this activi-

ty is an analysis of the shape (ex. The cube is composed of 6 

sides, each of which is a square.).  This kind of implicit analysis 

leads to a more understandable experience with geometry. 

We are also doing the vocabulary for the ñparts ofò lessons in 

geometry.  In addition to the name of the shape (triangle), we 

learn the vocabulary for the parts of that shape. So far, we have 

labeled the angles and the sides of the triangle. This leads to 

the observation that all triangles have 3 sides and 3 angles.  

When children come home with new vocabulary, please be 

sure to review it with them.  

An additional lesson in math included acting out the definition of 

zero: ñZero is an empty set.  It receives nothing,ò The game is 

to ask, plead, beg the child to bring me ñzero pencilsò (or zero 

any other item).  They resist the pressure to bring something.  

In playing this game, we are reinforcing the definition.  (Note:  

we do not say zero is nothing because it is a placeholder.)  This 

activity was so much fun, and we were having such a good time 

that Miss Alena actually came into the room to find out what 

was happening! 

Additionally, in math, we began lessons with the bead cabinet.  

This is a unique Montessori material which demonstrates the 

squaring and cubing of numbers 1 - 10.  Really?  Yes.  More on 

that another time. 

Yesterday we played a logical thinking game:  what is in the 

mystery bag.  The purpose was to help children ñdiscoverò an 

effective way to limit the possibilities of what is in the bag.  

When we began the guessing, the children would name some 

random objects, thus being correct or eliminating only one pos-

sibility.   We talked about different way to approach the game.  

If one asked a more ñgeneralò or categorical question, one re-

ceived a LOT more information.  So, for example, if we asked a 

category question ------(Is it a fruit?), that eliminated A LOT of 

possibilities and lead to a more fruitful (pun intended) type of 

guessing.  It is a way of asking about a set (fruit) and either 

eliminating a whole set or get an affirmative response and con-

fine questions to items in the set.  They immediately got the 

idea.  It was a fruit, a fresh pineapple, which we then cut and 

ate --delicious! 

Our proverb of the month: ñMany hands make light workò.  It 

expresses so well the end of the class period when we all pitch 

in to put activities away, straighten the shelves, return supplies 

to their proper place and generally, work together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And, of course, the snow is a big hit!!  It is a treat!  They roll in 

it, shovel it, build with it and even taste it.  They build snow forts 

and never get tired   And pull each other on sleds, slide down 

the incline on the playground and are always ready for more 

the next day! 
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NEWS FROM THE SOUTH ROOM 

 

aǎΦ !ƴŘǊŜŀΣ aǎΦ ¦Ǌŀƴŀ 

Happy new year to all our families! We hope you had a fun 

but also restful winter break. We know the children were 

ready to get back into the swing of things.  

As we begin this new year, we can slightly shift our focus 

with the older children of the class. In knowing that the end 

of this school year will be here before we know it, we really 

want to guide those soon to be kindergarteners and 1st grad-

ers into the appropriate work that will best prepare them for 

the next ñgrade.ò Therefore, during the morning work cycle, 

kindergarteners are being asked to complete a language 

work (consisting of both reading and writing skills) before 

they move on to another work in one of the other areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since we have such a long morning work time, they can use 

their first 30 minutes or hour (depending on which work they 

are doing) to really strengthen their reading and writing skills. 

We also have little flip books with Sight Words. Sight words 

are words that appear frequently in most of the text people 

read, but can't easily be sounded out (the, you, what, is, of).  

Learning them helps children become more confident read-

ers. This list of kindergarten sight words includes the 220 

most commonly used words every kid should know, also 

called high frequency words. Each kindergarten student has 

their own book of sight words and every morning, after they 

are done transitioning into the classroom, they bring their 

book to either teacher and we quickly flip through the words 

as they read them to us. Once they have mastered/

remembered most of their words, we add more, until they 

have the entire list in their books and eventually know them 

all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the younger children, the sensorial materials have been 

very popular this month. Because these materials are com-

prised mostly of wooden cubes and cylinders, at first glance 

one might think they are simply building blocks like Lincoln 

logs.  However, Montessori designed these materials to be in 

very specific ways, to help a child develop and refine his or her 

five senses. Use of these materials constitutes the next level 

of difficulty after those of the practical life area of the class-

room and offer a bridge to the more academic areas of the 

classroom. Like many other materials in the Montessori class-

room, sensorial materials have what is called a control of error 

built into each work.  So, the child can work with the material 

independently and has a way to check their work themselves 

and easily find any error, rather than seeking out the teacher if 

they have a question on whether they did it right. This is done 

to help promote independence and problem solving on the 

part of the child. The sensorial materials also allow for a varie-

ty of extensions and variations so that even the oldest child in 

the classroom can use these materials in challenging ways 

that are meaningful to their skill and ability level. 

 

Regarding birthdays, if you would like your child to celebrate 

their birthday within the classroom you are more than welcome 

to do so. We will send home a ñCelebration of Lifeò form that 

you can fill out.  It gives a timeline of some of their life events 

and you can send that form back to school along with a photo 

for each year of their life. Then at line time we will have a cele-

bration in which your child shares their photos and we read 

from their form. Parents are always welcome to join, and you 

are welcome to bring a treat for the children (25 children total, 

nut free, preferably on the healthier side, fresh fruits are al-

ways popular). Please just let us know ahead of time so we 

can plan the morning. We prefer birthday celebrations from 

9:30-10:00. If you cannot make it, but would like to send the 

celebration form, photos, and treats with your child, this can 

also be arranged. If you have any questions regarding birthday 

celebrations, please email the school. 

We are looking forward to February! 
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