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August, 2017 

Notes from Ms. Alena  

(Head of School) 

The three weeks of December truly kept our school busy. 

The kids spent time decorating their classrooms, preparing gifts 

for their families, and practicing songs and poems for the winter 

celebration.  

 

Despite the anticipation of the holidays, kids continued to 

work hard. Quite often, many of the students come to share their 

work with me.  

 

The most popular works that I observed in Primary 

classrooms this time were maps of different continents and 

countries; word building / story building booklets; posters of 

various geometric designs; animal tracks, parts of reindeer and 

snowman booklets; and a lot of our Kindergarteners were 

excitingly  involved in multiplication and division work. Usually, 

both of these materials become the hit of the class in March-

April.  

 

Our Elementary friends continued with a lot of reading, 

research, writing, and calculation, as well as with a lot of 

community work.  

You should see how proud the kids are while sharing their 

projects with me and I am so excited and proud of their 

confidence. 

 

I hope that everybody had a wonderful time 
during this holiday season. May everyoneõs New 

Year be filled with happiness, love, and 
prosperity!  

 

 

Montessori Pathwaysô News 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Special Guest 
 

A few days before Winter Break we had very 

special guests in the South Room. Samôs dad Eric 

and grandpa Morfar came with a presentation 

about Swedish traditions. They shared 

lussekatter and Glogg with our students and 

taught them about Tomten, which really sparkled 

our kidsô imagination. 

 

Are you curious about all of these new words? 

You can find a detailed explanation in the South 

Roomôs news. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Eris and Mr. Morfar for such an 

exciting experience for our students! 

Joy, feeling oneõs own value, 

being appreciated and loved 

by others, feeling useful and 

capable of production are all 

factors of enormous value for 

the human soul.

Maria Montessori

We are glad to announce that the following classes will be 
offered as an After School Program to our students during 
the second semester (January ï May, 2019) 
 

Monday ï 3:00 ï 4:00pm ï Taekwondo 

Tuesday ï 3:00 ï 3:45pm ï Yoga    

Wednesday ï 3:00 ï 4:00pm ï SNAPology *  

Thursday ï 3:00 ï 3:45pm ï Dance  
 

These after school classes will start right after the Winter 
Break, on the week of January 7th. 

Please check your emails for detailed information. 
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August, 2017 

 

 

Sharing Spirit Together 

One of the most exciting parts of December was that the 

Elementary and Kindergarten studentsô visit to the Fountain 

Retirement Community.  

Our students and teachers started with planning, organizing, 

and preparing the Christmas performance for our friends. A 

lot of singing practice and playing of simple musical instru-

ments followed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

When we arrived at the Fountain Community, our smiley little 

faces were loved right away. 

Our kids started with Christmas songs and poems and were 

enthusiastically supported by our friends. What a great cho-

rus was created through the blend of younger and older gen-

erations. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The visit concluded with some lemonade and a great conver-

sation. Questions and answers were coming from both sides. 

We found out that the oldest member of the community is 90 

years old, one of the friends is from England, some of our 

students would like to be an artist, ballerina, hockey player, 

teacher, princess, pilot, etc. in the future. The sweetest ques-

tion from our friends was: ñCan we borrow your kids at least 

for a day?ò 

It was an amazing experience for all of us. We wish our older 

friends many more happy and healthy years!!! 

 

 

òThe Nutcracker Suite!ó 

Hopefully everyone enjoyed ñThe Nutcracker Suite!ò 

performance presented by the Montessori Pathwaysô 

students as a great conclusion of the first school year 

semester. 

 

 

 

 

 

While practicing songs, dances, and poems, our stu-

dents learned about the Russian composer Pyotr 

Ilyich Tchaikovsky, his beautiful ballet music, and the 

Russian balalaika (string musical instrument). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This music touched our studentsô hearts so much. 

Our Elementary students enjoyed these melodies 

during lunch time almost every day and were in-

spired to create a few of their own beautiful dances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you everyone for coming  

and sharing the holiday evening with us! 
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§ January 7 (M) ï School Resumes 
 

§ January 15 (Tu) ï 6:00pm - Montessori Fun / Educational Night for Pre-K and K Students and Parents: 

ß ñGood Enough VS Becoming Accomplished ï Montessori Kindergarten and Elementary Educationò ï       
Workshop for Pre-K and K Parents. 

 

ß Bingo / Pizza Night ï for Pre-K and K Students. 

 In continuation of the parentsô education, we would like to invite the parents whose children will be going to Kindergarten or 

Elementary class for the next school year, to our annual parent workshop ñGood Enough VS Becoming Accomplishedò that will be 

held by Ms. Karen and Ms. Bridget on Tuesday, January 15 at 6:00pm. Your kids are welcome to enjoy a Bingo/Pizza Night on the 

same evening. 

The new year arrives with new problems and questions for us. In the beginning of every year, the parents of 5-6-year-old kids 

have to make a very important decision ï what is the next step for my child? Where should he/she continue his/her education? 

There are two common things we hear every year from the parents. The first one is a question ñWill my child be prepared for 

public kindergarten or elementary?ò  

It is very important to understand that if we would prepare our students for traditional kindergarten, then we would not be Mon-

tessori, but the same conventional school where kids of the same age (but still developmentally very different) learn the same ma-

terial at the same time based on the teacherôs plan.  

  

Our school prepares our students not for public kindergarten or elementary level, but for real life, which more and more re-

quires great thinking skills, independence, initiative, creativity, and so on. We provide a child centered, multiage environment, 

where kids are learning at their own pace through a hands-on experience, exploring, discovering, and making connections.  

  

And the kindergarten year is the final and very crucial year in the primary 3-year cycle of the Montessori environment. 

  

The second thing that we hear every year from many parents is that ñbeing in a Montessori environment during one or two 

years was enough for our childôs development. It is time for him/her to move to a public school like most of his/her friends. He /She 

will be fine there.ò  

  

There is no ñenoughò in education and no bounds in a childôs development. And being ñjust fineò- is this what we are 

looking for for our kids? 

  

So, if you are still open to exploring all of the options and possibilities for your childôs education, you are more than welcome to 

attend the Parent Night on January 15. 

 

§ January 21 (M) - No School (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

§ January 15 ï 31 ï Returning Families Preferred Re- Enrollment Period 
 

§ January (TBA) -  1:00pmð Sledding at Veteran Acres Park ï Kindergarten and Elementary students 
           

§ January 25 (F) ï  all day by appt.ð Elementary Parent / Teacher Conference Day 
 

¶ No School for School Day Elementary Students on Conference Day 

¶  Child Care is provided for ESD (7:45am - 4:15pm) / All Day (6:45-am-6:00pm) Elementary students 

 

 

 

  Coming School Events 
Montessori Pathways 
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘ 

Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow....in the Elementary 

classroom. 

We have really enjoyed our time together playing in the snow 

and working together on projects. Deeper research is occur-

ring with the three types of rocks as well as Arthropods. I see 

kids pouring over books more often now learning about the 

topics in greater detail both independently as well as with a 

friend. When we return from break, we will continue the enjoy-

ment of learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Math has been explored by more this month. Many have tried 

out new materials to figure out how to do the basic opera-

tions: addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. The 

most common and exciting phrase heard is, ñThis is SO 

easy!ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tis the season to celebrate light and love. Many people cele-

brate holidays during this time of year. The common part of all 

celebrations is that they celebrate with lightðHanukkah, 

Kwanzaa, Diwali, Winter Solstice and Christmas. We have 

been reading about each one and learning about others as 

well as ourselves. 

This month, we have begun to examine the art of goal set-

ting. We began by kids just selecting a random number as to 

the amount of works that they could accomplish in one day. 

This is an important part of the process. Kids need to learn 

what is a realistic goal or not. Some choose 5! Not very real-

istic. After, a few days of this, they get better at making good 

predictions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then take it a step further by having everyone think about 

these work choices that they are planning to accomplish. Are 

they big works? Will the works take a long time or are they 

quick works. This also helps them with time management. 

They will begin to assess how long it takes them to accom-

plish different types of work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soon, students will be making wise choices, being more mo-

tivated to complete realistic goals and will manage time wise-

ly. These are all outcomes of Montessori education. 

The greatest gifts we can give our 

children are the roots of 

responsibility and the wings of 

independence.ó 

            ~ Maria Montessori 
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NEWS FROM THE EXTENDED DAY 
KINDERGARTEN CLASS 

 

aǎΦ YŀǊŜƴ 

Where to begin? 

It has been a busy few weeks.  But I want to begin with a thank 

you to Miss Alena and to the staff who substituted for me the 

first week of December.  Allowed me the opportunity to take a 

trip to El Salvador, visiting that country as a delegate from the 

Sister Cities program.  

We visited several small villages in the countryside, including 

Chilama, the sister city supported by our Crystal Lake group.   

ñOurò village hosted a special fiesta, children welcomed us with 

banners, balloons, song and dance. Each of us were overnight 

in a home with a host family from the village, an experience to 

remember! 

At ñhomeò, I could share a bit of the story with the kinder-

gartners, bringing black sand back for them (many volcanoes 

in El Salvador) and rocks collected from the beach on the Pa-

cific Ocean. Also, we located El Salvador on the map and 

shared a few stories about the lives of the people in that coun-

try. What was universal was the warm welcome we received 

everywhere we went. 

 

 

The Fountains 

Closer to home, theme of ñthe gift of giving ñcontinued.  The 

Kindergarten and Elementary children were so excited to sing 

at the Fountains, a retirement home between Crystal Lake and 

McHenry. We talked about the ñGift of Givingò, our recurring 

theme.   We had approximately 25 residents in attendance.  

The kids were 

terrific!  We had 

practiced a bit 

every day for 

almost 2 weeks, 

so they ap-

peared ready, 

confident, and 

comfortable.  It 

was, I think, a 

special and 

memorable afternoon for everyone. 

Skills 

Again, we did lacing, this time around the Christmas Song.  It 

is always interesting to note how much easier a skill becomes, 

even when it is just the second time doing it.  On the days of 

lacing, the children were so concentrated, so focused.  And 

much more independent than the first time we did this kind of 

activity.  The project requires 

a bit of advanced fine motor 

activity because each hand is 

required to do something 

different.  They were so ea-

ger to finish both the place-

mats and the Christmas song 

project.  

 

Highlight a work: 

Bankers game addition is being started by several children.  

What makes this a special activity is the actual building of 

numbers using concrete material.  We can construct quanti-

ties such as 2,456.  The materials show not only place value, 

but also patterns. the relativity of the quantity, and exchanging 

(we learned it as ñborrowing and carryingò).   We begin with 

addition, but move into multiplication (repeated addition), divi-

sion and subtraction. Love of math requires an experience 

designed to show an actual understanding of the concepts 

and process contrasted with mechanical memorization. That 

is exactly what the Montessori materials provide. 

 

 

 

A Festive Friday 

On Friday, the last day before our Christmas vacation, we 

ended with a festive popcorn party while I read ñA Night Be-

fore Christmasò.  It was a fun ending for the class on the last 

day. 

Wishing you a warm and happy holiday  season filled with 

memorable family traditions.  
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