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Notes from Ms. Alena  

    (Head of School) 

  

 The highlight of this month was definitely the first 4-

day trip of our Elementary students to Natureôs 

Classroom in Lake Geneva, WI. For the first time, our 

students were away from their families for 4 days (3 

nights) in a row. 

 

     What a great experience our friends had taking care 

of themselves and helping each other, learning how to 

compromise living with roommates, and how to be 

patient and respectful to the neighbors on the floor 

below. 

 

 During this trip, our students learned a lot of new 

facts, built many new skills, tried different new foods 

suggested by their friends, made a lot of new friends 

from two other Montessori schools, and, the most 

important part of this trip, they spent most of each day 

in the forest. 

 

 They were so busy. Their active day began 

at 7:45am with serving and having breakfast and 

ended at 8:30 pm with milk, cookies, and story reading. 

During the whole day, the kids were active outside 

taking classes of their choice and participating in field 

group or whole group (about 70 kids) activities. 
 

 The magic environment with quite sunny weather, a 

lot of fresh air, peaceful birdsô songs, as well as fun, 

enthusiastic, and respectful staff, brought so much 

excitement and energy to our kids and to me 

personally. 

 

 On departure day one child asked me: ñ Can we stay 

one more day please?ò ñI would stay for a monthò - 

said another child. ñI would stay for 85 years hereò - 

added our other friend. 

 

There is a message from one of the students that I 
found in my room:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What more can I say?... 
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òThere is a great sense of community within the 

Montessori classroom, where children of differing 

ages work together in an atmosphere of 

cooperation rather than competitiveness. There is 

respect for the environment and for the 

individuals within it, which comes through 

experience of freedom within the community.ó 

            ~ Dr. Maria Montessori  
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The kids were so excited to work together with their dads 

and so proud to have them at school! It  took about an hour to 

get all the work done since we had a really great team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Dads!!! 

   

April was a fairly busy month for us. One of our very suc-

cessful events was ñSpruce it Up: Doughnuts with Dads!ò 

The weather finally cooperated and our students were eager 

to help with making our playground safe, nice, clean, and 

beautiful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òParents are the ultimate role 
models for children. Every word, 
movement and action has an effect. 
No other person or outside force 
has a greater influence on a child 
than the parent.ó 
              ~Bob Keeshan 

~ The Montessori Pathways team and students would like to extend our appreciation to 

dads for their tremendous help during the òSpruce it Up: Doughnuts with Dads!ó event. ~ 
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The following day our children from the Primary Classes 

welcomed the parents to their classrooms for the Parent/Child 

Night ñCome and Work Together!ò to show them their favor-

ite works, which they are now able to do independently during 

the morning work cycle.  

 

 

 

You could hear the kidsô directions to their parents: 

ñFollow me, please!ò, ñOne piece at a time, 

please!ò, ñHands are on your knees, please!ò ñItôs 

your turn now!ò .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òCome and Work Together!ó  

Family Night 

~ Thank you, parents, for 

coming! Your participation 

in the kidsô school life is 

very important for them! ~ 
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** Registration for Summer Camp 2018 and the upcoming 2018-2019 School Year is wrapping up! ** 
 

 Thank you, parents, for returning all re-enrollment applications on time. It helps a lot to prepare our school 

for the Summer Camp and next school year. 

 We have just a few spots left in every level. Now these spots will be filled on a ñfirst come, first servedò ba-

sis. Therefore, if you or your friends are considering enrolling your / their child to Montessori Pathways, we 

suggest not waiting until the last minute.  

 

 

Ý May 2 (W); Rain Day ï May 4 (F) at 9:00am ï Planting Day! Muffins with Mom! 
 

Ý It would be great if every child could bring at least one plant on Monday, April 30 or Tuesday, May 1 to have a 

chance to participate in the creation of the Pathwaysô Garden. 

 

Ý May 7 ï May 11 ï National Teacher Appreciation Week 

 

Ý May 11 (morning) - Elementary calss Trip to Crystal Lake Library 
 
 

Ý May 18 ï May 19 (F-S) ï overnight ï Sleepover at Montessori Path-
ways for Elementary Students. 

 
 

Ý May 24
 
(Th) at 5:00pm - ñThe End of the School Yearò Celebration at 

The First Congregational Church in Crystal Lake. 
 
 

Ý May 28 (M) ï No School -  Memorial Day 

 

Ý The Last Day of School is Wednesday, May 30. 

Ý The school will be closed for Summer Camp preparation May 31ðJune 1. 

Ý The Summer Camp begins Monday, June 4. 

 

Ý June 4 ï August 17 ï Summer Camp (11 weeks) 
 

Ý August 20- 22 (M ï W) - No Class (2018-2019 School Year Preparation / Orientation Days) 
 

Ý August 23 (Th) -  2018- 2019 School Year begins 
 

  

C  S  E 

Montessori Pathways 
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NEWS FROM THE ELEMENTARY CLASS 

 

aǎΦ !ƳōŜǊ 

  It is only fitting that the subject of independence is ad-

dressed at this point in the school year. Establishing inde-

pendence is a one marker of the elementary years that 

has its roots in the early childhood classroom. By the end 

of upper elementary, students have the encouragement, 

experience, and stamina to become independent, self-

motivated students.  

 

 This past month, nine of our students stretched their 

boundaries and exercised their life skills at Natureôs 

Classroom. They participated, observed, practiced, bond-

ed, and did many things independently. Was it scary at 

first? Sure, but they persevered by figuring it out on their 

own.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The other six students navigated the classroom envi-

ronment with different teachers and worked on their own 

independence. Both groups of students had different ex-

periences but added up these days equaled opportunities 

of learning and growth.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   As we near the end of the school year, we 

should all be very proud observing the 

growth in independence in our elementary 

students. As parents and teachers, we can foster inde-

pendence in our students by encouraging them and allow-

ing them to experience new things, to try, to fail, to do it 

again, and to succeed on their own. We do not just 

ñbecome independentò when we turn 18, we learn to be-

come independent during the years that precede that age. 

  

    

 

Spring is finally here, and students are anxious to be outside 

for longer periods of time. Sprucing up our playground and 

planting flowers are rewarding experiences for our children. 

Have your child do the same at home! Dig in the dirt, plant a 

garden, pull weeds, pick up branches, walk, ride bikes, play 

games, or just sit outside and take in all the sights, sounds, 

and smells.  

   Too many children today are ñnature deprivedò meaning 

they have little or no access to the natural world and spend 

too little time outdoors. Montessori is not the only educator 

and scientist to recognize the tremendous value of the out-

door environment in a childôs health and learning process. 

   In the classroom we are building a rainforest wall as stu-

dents study the plants and animals of the Asian and Australi-

an rainforests. Students will work in groups and independent-

ly on several creative projects until the end of the school year. 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Through the end of the school year, students will contin-

ue math, language, and other culture studies, challenging 

themselves to complete more work each week and meet their 

goals.  We are in the home stretch!  

The land is where our roots are. The children 
must be taught to feel  
and live in harmony with the Earth. ~ Dr. 
Maria Montessori 

òEverything you do for me, you take 
away from me.ó        
         ~ Dr. Maria Montessori 


